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Amid high inflation, RBI
retains repo rate at 6.5%

Monetary Policy Committee takes note of slowdown in growth momentum, downgrades growth

and inflation estimates for 2024-25; persistent inflation deflates consumption and growth, says Das

|GS Paper lll: Growth and Inflation |

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

he Monetary Policy
T Committee (MPC)

of Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday held
steadfast in its battle
against inflation amid wea-
kening growth momen-
tum, with four of six mem-
bers voting to keep policy
repo rate unchanged at
6.50% for the 1ith bi-
monthly review in a row.

However, acknowledg-
ing that the economy is fac-
ing tight liquidity condi-
tions that are likely to
persist for a few months, it
cut the Cash Reserve Ratio
(CRR) for banks by 50 basis
points to 4%, after a gap of
two and half years, in a bid
to support growth.

While divisions within
the MPC on a status quo on
rates expanded from the
5:1 vote in October, the pa-

Ralancing act

The RBI on Friday tried to find a balance between inflation
management and supporting economic growth

= The RBI kept the
repo rate unchanged

been cut by 50 basis
points to 4%

at 6.5% for a record
11th meeting in a row

m The Cash Reserve
Ratio — the proportion
of deposits that banks
must set aside with
the central bank — has

m The cut will infuse
%1.16 lakh crore into
the banking system
and will soften short-
term interest rates and
enhance capacity of
banks to extend credit

nel was unanimous on
sticking to a ‘neutral’
stance and remaining un-
ambiguously focused on a
durable alignment of infla-
tion with its 4% target,
while supporting growth.
Inflation had spiked to a 14-
month high of 6.2% in Oc-
tober, the last available
price rise number.

“The MPC took note of
the recent slowdown in the
growth momentum, which
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translates into a downward
revision in the growth fore-
cast for the current year.
Going forward into the se-
cond half of this year and
the next year, the MPC as-
sessed the growth outlook
to be resilient, but warrant-
ing close monitoring,” RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said in his statement.
Noting the RBI's man-
date is to ensure price sta-
bility while supporting

growth, he said persistent-
ly high inflation reduced
the disposable income of
consumers and dented
private consumption
which negatively impacted
the real GDP growth.

Real GDP growth in the
July to September quarter
fell to a seven-quarter low
of 5.4%, compared to RBI's
7% projection, and the
MPC has now downgraded
the growth forecast for
2024-25 to 6.6% from 7.2%.

Similarly, with inflation
increasing sharply in Sep-
tember and October led by
an unanticipated increase
in food prices, the retail in-
flation for 2024-25 has now
been projected at 4.8%
compared to the 4.5% aver-
age projected till October.
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RBI Retains Repo Rate at 6.5% Amid High Inflation
3= AGEHIfT & & RBI & YT I 6.5% W IR

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) retained the policy repo rate at 6.5% for the 11th bi-monthly
review in a row, with four out of six members voting for no change.

aRed Red d« (RBI) #r #Alfgs Afa wfafa (vPC) o aemar 114t gfa-
ARF e & T 3 & F 6.5% W 9410 @1, FHH 5 # ¥ R
ST o FI$ deolld o HI & U&7 H HAdeT Tl
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To address tight liquidity conditions, the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) for banks was
reduced by 50 basis points to 4%, marking the first cut in two and a half years.

FOR averdr aRFEUfaat &1 garenrs et & fAv 9l & v ade IRM@T eura

(CRR) &I 50 TR 3 HETHT 4% 3 ferm 12T, Sl &7 FTel H Tgeil SR §37 ¢
Inflation spiked to a 14-month high of 6.2% in October, significantly impacting
disposable income and consumption.

IFgal W HETERITA 6.2% dF UgT I, S 14 7T # wa@ dAF Y 3R gwa
IYRFAT 7 faer 3T 3R @ua F1 TR T T gaaa Fam

The Real GDP growth for the July-September quarter fell to a seven-quarter low of
5.4%, compared to the RBI's earlier projection of 7%.

Fers-fdey faamd A aafds GDP geftr e 7 famfeat & e Ta¥ 5.4% W
TET I, ST RBI T TATATT 7% AT|
The growth forecast for 2024-25 has been downgraded to 6.6% from 7.2%, and retail

inflation is now projected at 4.8% for the same period, up from the earlier 4.5%
average.

2024-25 % AT geftr #1 qETTATT T 6.6% T AT IAT &, ST Il 7.2% AT GaIr
Harehifer 319 38T 3rafer & AU 4.8% W@t 1 FHIGT &, ST Ggel 4.5% JHtaa A

The MPC emphasized a neutral policy stance and reiterated its focus on achieving a
durable inflation alignment with the 4% target while supporting growth.

MPC & deer fify T&@ W SR o 31 4% & @awr & @y st geedhfa wygor
UTCT e W ST shigd foham, €1 &1 gefer T gAY & WX o SR feal

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das noted that persistently high inflation reduces
disposable income and dents private consumption, negatively affecting real GDP
growth.

RBI & I1de AfFdehic g1 o I & SRR 3o FeeRifd e 3ma & T wch
¢ 3R s @ua &1 gsniad X 8, 998 aredfa® GDP qeff W AehRIcHAs F8d
RES U
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Food Inflation Pressures and RBI's Monetary Policy Updates

ey AR FT gard A RBI AT #Alfgw ifer srezaer
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Food inflation pressures are expected to persist in the third quarter (Q3) of the financial
year and ease only in Q4 of 2024-25, driven by seasonal corrections in vegetable
prices, kharif harvest arrivals, likely good rabi output, and adequate cereal buffer
stocks, according to RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das.

"leg AGEHITT &1 gard o a¥ & dfadt faamdr (Q3) # SRy = & HewraeTm g
3 TE 2024-25 #r aleft AR (Q4) F & o grem| Ip wfesrt i Atwsr Fuw,
TOF B A 3TaH, T ST W 3eutea, 3R AT IFaTsr 3R F HROT ghm,
ST T RBI IGeR ATFAHIT &I & hgT|

Adverse weather events, geopolitical uncertainties, and financial market volatility
pose upside risks to inflation, Das added.

yfage #AH gea, dIeEides AARada, 3R Rl e & sfrar gaehifa
& dge & ANQA UeT FT §, g oF Fell

The MPC stressed that durable price stability is crucial for laying strong foundations
for high growth and remains committed to restoring the inflation-growth balance.

MPC & SR feam o ¥urft Ao Ruvar 3=a 9efel & v Al &g Wa & fav
Agcaqol § 3R AGERTA-gef Fqea s57a 1 & v gfdeqy ¥

Das described the current growth-inflation flux as a "critical juncture" and emphasized
the need for prudence and practicality in navigating the complexities of the evolving
situation.

o & Alvfer Jefor-Aaehifa & FfPuar S ve "HeeaquT wOT arn 3R AR 8
o Rufa fir sfeaansit s gares & gaue) 3R saEgRedr i 3maTsdr W aR
el

To address liquidity stress in the system, the RBI will reduce the Cash Reserve Ratio
(CRR) of all banks to 4% of Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL) in two tranches
of 25 bps each, effective from December 14, 2024, and December 28, 2024.

YoOTTell # ATeraT deltd 1 Halfd &Yl & o, RBI 3t i & T HRT&T 3reqared
(CRR) o g[etr a1 3 §HT 3Far (NDTL) & 4% ofeh &l =TRON # ©TTan| Uger o
14 fewaX 2024 & 3 qET 28 RHaR 2024 & wHTE g

This reduction in the CRR will release primary liquidity of about ¥1.16 lakh crore into
the banking system, Das stated.

G & 3TN, 38 CRR # &aldh & dfhar gomrell & ofars{ar 1.16 o1& F:13 1 FeTe[d
aXerar Sy gref|

To attract more capital inflows, the RBI has increased the interest rate ceiling on
FCNR(B) deposits for different maturities:

FCNR(B) STHT 9T 4TSl &Y AT 1 38 Yol Jarg M & & fov RBI A
JoTT &

o For1lyear to less than 3 years maturity, the ceiling is now overnight
Alternative Reference Rate (ARR) plus 400 bps, up from 250 bps.
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19§ & FA 3 guf AT IRUFadr & T DAT 319 AawaEe dFfeTd Foof I
(ARR) T 400 9 i€ §, 5 U 250 a7 gise 2|

o For 3to 5years maturity, the ceiling has been increased to overnight ARR

plus 500 bps, up from 350 bps.

3% 5 asf i gIRUFaar > v AT 379 IdaEEE ARR ©FH 500 S Uise g,

ST Ugel 350 39 4ise Y|

This relaxation will remain in effect till March 31, 2025, to encourage deposits.

IE T 31 AT 2025 ceh FeATdY Igal, oifeh STAT T WicdTied foham ST Feh |

Vikram Misri to visit Dhaka on
Monday as tensions mount

e fAd SaR &Y e Fr
gt ®391, Fgd aad & &
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In India’s first high-level diplomatic
outreach to Bangladesh since the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina-led regime, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri will visit Dhaka on
December 9, the Ministry of External Affairs
announced on Friday.

HRT CaRT AW g F Aqed aTel THR
& Udel & J1G dIAGLT & HIY Ggell I
T TAGIAF 98 & ded el IRg
R A 9 REER &I @ &1 eRkT FHT,
facer #AFTeT & YhaAR T EEOT |

His visit is part of “structured interactions”
with Bangladesh, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

g ST SEeNeer & A1y "EWRT aada F
REar g, [9cer #91eT & Ydardr (orHiv

SqFATH o1 Fel|

Mr. Misri’'s day-long visit comes against the
backdrop of a heated war of words between
the two countries, especially regarding
attacks against the Hindu minority in
Bangladesh.

At B F1ow e gt 2t & &=

Vikram Misri to visit
Dhaka on Monday
as tensions mount

|GS Paper IlI: India-Bangladesh

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In India’s first high-level di-
plomatic outreach to Ban-
gladesh since the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina-led regime,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will visit Dhaka on
December 9, the Ministry
of External Affairs an-
nounced on Friday. His vi-
sit is part of “structured in-
teractions” with
Bangladesh, MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
said.

Mr. Misri’s day-long visit
comes against the back-
drop of a heated war of
words between the two
countries that has escalat-
ed in recent weeks, espe-
cially regarding attacks
against the Hindu minority
in Bangladesh.

On Friday, Bangladesh
called back its Acting De-
puty High Commissioner
Shikdar Mohammad Ash-
rafur Rahman in Kolkata,
and Arif Mohammad, As-

Vikram Misri

sistant High Commissioner
in its Agartala mission, for
“urgent consultation”, af-
ter a Hindu group commit-
ted an act of vandalism at
the Assistant High Com-
mission of Bangladesh in
Tripura’s capital Agartala.
Bangladesh condemned
the incident and India ex-
pressed “regret” but the
Indian High Commissioner
to Dhaka, Pranay Verma,
was still summoned to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Dhaka on Wednesday.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

IRH qFE S 9 g @ ¢, AT & § qerncyr 7 g revaeds W gHdl & d@eol

Hl
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o On Friday, Bangladesh called back its Acting Deputy High Commissioner Shikdar
Mohammad Ashrafur Rahman in Kolkata and Arif Mohammad, Assistant High
Commissioner in Agartala, for urgent consultation.

YRl FTATC o PRI AT I Fdgd 3T 3TAGFd AW AGFAG
3NRRYY AT 3R 3VRAAT & HgrIh 3Targead ARG HGFHAS H dedlel A &
fere e foram

e The decision followed an incident where a Hindu group committed an act of
vandalism at the Assistant High Commission of Bangladesh in Agartala, Tripura.
I Ao v gear & a1g o ad v g g A seRdan, Aqur d diveeer
& g 3TATANET X AIgHis i

e Bangladesh condemned the incident, and India expressed “regret,” but the Indian High
Commissioner to Dhaka, Pranay Verma, was summoned to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Dhaka on Wednesday.

TG o 39 Gl &l gl T AR ART of "Wg" cqFd T, sifehed T H ARAT
3T YUY AT JUAR HT IR F fager #AFeg # ol .|

o Earlier this week, Bangladesh suspended all visa and consular work in its Agartala
mission due to the security breach.

$H HTATE T YR H, FTceel o HIRAem Ud 9= e 7 weft dar sk
aiforfeaes H fAefad #X U Fifch FOaT F1 Seeree g |

¢ A Bangladeshi official confirmed that Ashrafur Rahman would return after participating
in Foreign Secretary-level talks scheduled for next week.

T qeraelt HfAFR A gite &1 & IRRPT AW 3T doar @uiRa e afte
AT &Y IETH HET o & g1 dlear|

o Bilateral ties further deteriorated on November 25, when Vaishnav monk Chinmoy
Das was arrested in Chittagong amidst communal clashes.

25 AR 1, 519 dvrq WY w7 g 1 geama #F qiverie gerst & e fIReaR
frar o, @Y gfausha d@eer AR foers vy

e India expressed “deep concern” when Mr. Das was denied bail and sent to police
custody.

HRT "N Rar sgad H J9 A S B FART 4 T SABR HT AT 1T 3R
37 I fetma 7 &5 feam amm|
e On Friday, MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal reiterated India’s expectation that the

legal processes in Bangladesh would be conducted in a fair, just, and transparent
manner.

YEHAR T, [AS HATGT & Yaerdl IO SAHAT o SIeeer & Fiefar Gishansit o
foreusr, mEea 3R OREeft % @ U F f AR H 3G B e
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SC to hear plea to reduce water level at Mullaperiyar

[GS Paper I: Geography |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day fixed in January a de-
tailed hearing of a petition
seeking to bring down the
permissible water level of
the Mullaperiyar dam in
Kerala from 142 ft to 120 ft
to obviate the possibility of
a dam breach.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyyan
asked petitioner-advocate
Mathews J. Nedumpara,
who appeared online, to
come and present his case

in person in court.

Wayanad landslides
The petition filed by Mr.
Nedumpara referred to the
recent landslides in Waya-
nad, which claimed over
220 lives, making it one of
the worst natural disasters
in recent times. “You have
raised several constitution-
al issues. It is better you
come to court and argue
the case,” Justice Kant told
Mr. Nedumpara.

“In view of the recent
tragedy in Wayanad, the
water level of the dam has

Aview of Mullaperiyar dam
near Idukki.

to be brought below 120 ft
as many experts have
opined,” it said.

Mr. Nedumpara had
red-flagged that if Mullape-
riyar dam was breached,

“lives and properties of
five million people of Kera-
la would be at grave risk”.

The petition has said the
limestone-and-surkhi dam
was commissioned in 1895
and had an estimated lifes-
pan of only 50 years.

Dam breach fears
“People of Kerala fear that
the dam may break. If it
happens, it is said that the
districts of Idukki, Ernaku-
lam, Alappuzha, Kottayam
will be completely washed
away,” the petition has
claimed.

The plea has argued
that two judgments of the
Supreme Court, in 2006
and 2014, had prevented
the decommissioning of
the Mullaperiyar dam and
the construction of a new
dam in its place.

It said the judgments
were erroneous. The plea
said in the event of Mulla-
periyar dam breaking, the
flood waters would be ab-
sorbed by the Idukki dam.
According to Mr. Nedum-
para, the two judgments
found the dam “eternally
safe”.

SC to hear pleato reduce water level at Mullaperiyar

HeAMRAR A Il T FA A A it o gl
HIC HT FoAars

e The Supreme Court has scheduled a detailed hearing in January for a petition to lower
the permissible water level of the Mullaperiyar dam in Kerala from 142 ft to 120 ft to

avoid a potential dam breach.

JNA FIE o FAad H el & HeAMIRIR &7 HT STel TR 142 B F 120 BE dh HA
A & AT eRR AT W A& Godis T &1 g dlich STeT ol T HaA l

TS ST T

e A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyyan instructed petitioner-advocate
Mathews J. Nedumpara to present his case in person in court.

=rHfd gEFa AR 3o A H o o ATAERAT-USaRe HegS F. ATFIRT H

3feTad H AFdTd ®T & 39T ATHAT 9T Flad & [T g7

Wayanad landslides
digells 313-'@??

e The petition mentions the recent landslides in Wayanad, which resulted in the loss of
over 220 lives, marking one of the worst natural disasters in recent times.

AR H §TeT & H qTAATS H U F@e T Soor@ fohar 3127 &, 01 220 @ fw
i Y ST TS, ST Tl o WA I T AR grepfcen 3Maer3t # & T g

e The court noted the constitutional issues raised in the petition and suggested the
petitioner argue them in person.
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37eTeld & FTfehl # 331U IV FaeTfah Heal W €T fear 3R arfeehrerdt
AFTIT &7 @ el &1 7 Ferra fem|

The petition argued that due to the recent Wayanad tragedy, the water level of the dam
should be reduced below 120 ft based on expert opinions.

IRt & gl AT o Tel 1 ARIATS AHEY & HegeToR, TAATA T T & TN
Y & T FR AN 120 Fre § A el aifgu]

Dam breach fears
aTer geet & Gl

Mr. Nedumpara warned that if the Mullaperiyar dam breaches, the lives and properties
of 5 million people in Kerala would be in grave danger.

A AZFIRT A 3WTME har o 3R FeamINAR arer gedr & Ter & 50 or@ @it iy
ST 3R FURT THR @aX & gl

The petition highlighted that the limestone-and-surkhi dam, commissioned in 1895,
had an estimated lifespan of only 50 years.

IRt & el a1 & 1895 # fAfAd I8 AT 9eu} R @l FT a1 shaer 50 aNT Y
HFANAT 3 & AT SoArm ar=2m 7|

The plea raised concerns that if the dam breaks, districts like Idukki, Ernakulam,
Alappuzha, and Kottayam could be entirely washed away.

IRl & el 31 o IS 1Y gear & o 33N, Talord, HaToqen AR FIgeas i
Sror o O 9% F@&d £

Supreme Court judgments

T e & Favi
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The petition criticized two Supreme Court judgments in 2006 and 2014 for preventing
the decommissioning of the Mullaperiyar dam and the construction of a new dam.

I # FNA HIE & 2006 A 2014 & T Saell HT o= &1 718, SreTe
HEATIRAR Y &1 gl 3R AT oier & AT 7 Aehr 72|

It claimed the judgments were erroneous and argued that the Idukki dam could absorb
the floodwaters in the event of a Mullaperiyar breach.

Iirent H gl a1 &6 4 hae! 7Td ¥ 3R TE ol & 318 & 3R HeaIRIR aier
gecr § ol $3FHT AU G & U T Ak Wehell
The plea noted that the two judgments found the dam to be “eternally safe.”

IIierent H gl a1aT 7o o1 a1 Shaell # arer 1 “waa G A a2




European Space Agency to Euro
support Gaganyaan

mission

T rafear T
AT TRAT FT AT

I

e The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and the European
Space Agency (ESA) have signed a
Technical Implementing Plan (TIP)
document for ground tracking support
for India’s Gaganyaan missions.

HRAT 3ARET 3THUT HIT+T (ISRO)
AR QI 37aRer weidr (ESA) A
$RT & IR e & forv am3s
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oA (TIP) S&ddsl TR gEdley fhu g1

e The TIP, inked at the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre on Wednesday, enables
the ESA to provide ground station
support for the space missions,
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pean Space

Agency to support
Gaganyaan mission

|GS Paper lIl: S&T |
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and
the European Space Agen-
cy (ESA) has signed a Tech-
nical Implementing Plan
(TIP) document for ground
tracking support for India’s
Gaganyaan missions.

The TIP, inked at the
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre on Wednesday, ena-
bles the ESA to provide
ground station support for
the space missions, which
will ensure continuity in
data flow and communica-
tion with the orbital mo-
dule for monitoring and or-
bital operations.

ISRO said it had a long-
standing system of cooper-

supporting each other in
successful ~ accomplish-
ment of several space mis-
sions in the past. The TIP
was another step forward
in the cooperation bet-
ween the agencies, ISRO
said.

The TIP was signed by
Anil Kumar A.K., Director,
ISTRAC, on behalf of ISRO,
and by Dietmar Pilz, Direc-
tor of Technology, Engi-
neering and Quality and
Director of ESTEC, Nether-
lands, from the ESA.

The Gaganyaan project
envisages demonstration
of human spaceflight capa-
bility by launching a crew
of three members into an
orbit of 400 km for a three-
day mission and bringing
them back to earth by
landing in Indian sea wa-

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

ensuring continuity in data flow and ation with the ESA. They
communication with the orbital module ~ had been collaboratively  ters.
for monitoring and orbital operations.

TE TIP, ST AR FT Acller eaer HaRar g & geaeiRa gam, ESA T 3aRer favmet
& [T A133 TAT FHET YT el T IFATT & &, S ST ware IR Fwaly Herele

& foT F:allT AlsgT & Y TUR ARG M|

ISRO stated that it had a long-standing system of cooperation with ESA, and both
agencies had been collaboratively supporting each other in the successful
accomplishment of several space missions in the past.

ISRO & &gl fh 3HFT ESA & AT dd AT A AT & RATeA @ &, 3R et
TSI 3l & ¢ saRer el fr ahaar # Teh-g@y HT TgIeT X @ Al
The TIP represents another step forward in cooperation between ISRO and ESA, as
per ISRO’s statement.

ISRO & 3JHN, T TIP aleil Taifdal & v wgdler 7 v 3R Fawr 3w aore 7

g Bl
The TIP was signed by Anil Kumar A.K., Director, ISTRAC, on behalf of ISRO, and by
Dietmar Pilz, Director of Technology, Engineering and Quality, and Director of ESTEC,
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Netherlands, from the ESA.
38 TIP W ISRO &I 3R & Al FAR T.H., A, ISTRAC 3R ESAHI 3R &

sgeAR e, fAger, dleafarer, seffeafier 3k Juresr, ik ESTEC, #ietelsd &

focere ganT e fh v
e The Gaganyaan project envisions the demonstration of human spaceflight capability

by launching a crew of three members into an orbit of 400 km for a three-day

mission, followed by their return to Indian sea waters.

TR IRAISTAT T 36T AT IHARET 33T &THAT T YgeieT LTl g, orasd et
Al & 3 A1 400 fFaAr A Faw & dea-RadTr Awa & OT dica wem AR R 3%
AR TN S & AT ollerem anfae gl

Nicobarese have ancestral connection
with Austroasiatic populations: study

[GS Paper I: Human Geography |

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The 25,000-strong Nicoba-
rese population appears to
have a significant ancestral
connection with Austroa-
siatic populations across
South and Southeast Asia
and, they could have set-
tled in the region only
about 5,000 years ago, ac-
cording to a new genetic
research by scientists from
CSIR-Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology
(CCMB) and others.

The study highlighted
the common genetic affini-
ty of the ‘Htin Mal’, a popu-
lation in the mainland of
Southeast Asia, who speak
an Austroasiatic language,
with the Nicobarese. The
‘Htin Mal’ community has
maintained remarkable
ethnic distinctness over
time, exhibiting a pro-

Nicobarese have ancestral connection with

nounced genetic drift from
the Nicobarese, said
CCMB'’s top scientist Kuma-
rasamy Thangaraj .
Gyaneshwer Chaubey
from Banaras Hindu Un-
iversity (BHU) led the
group of researchers from
nine institutions for a de-
tailed genetic analysis, us-
ing DNA markers inherited
exclusively from mothers
and fathers respectively,

An aerial view of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. GETTY IMAGES

and those from both the
parents from among the
Nicobarese people. This is
to explore their ancestry
and genetic affinities with
the South and Southeast
Asian populations.
Nicobar Islands are sit-
uated in the eastern Indian
Ocean and south of the An-
daman Islands. The archi-
pelago consists of seven
large islands, including Car

Austroasiatic populations: study
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Nicobar and Great Nicobar,
and numerous smaller
ones. “Previous theories
suggested that the linguis-
tic ancestors of the Nicoba-
rese settled in the Nicobar
archipelago during the ear-
ly Holocene, about 11,700
years ago. Our new genetic
research involved 1,559 in-
dividuals from South and
Southeast Asia showed it to
be only about 5,000
years,” pointed out Dr.
Thangaraj.

“Genomic regions
shared across linguistic
groups suggests an ancient
distribution of Austroasiat-
ic populations in Southeast
Asia,” said Prof. Chaubey,
the lead author. “Our find-
ings argue that the Nicoba-
rese and the ‘Htin Mal’ re-
present valuable genetic
proxies for understanding
ancient Austroasiatic herit-
age,” he added.
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e et F1 AR E JaEEar @ qE@Sl #7
T AETAA

e The 25,000-strong Nicobarese population has a significant ancestral connection
with Austroasiatic populations across South and Southeast Asia, and they could
have settled in the region only about 5,000 years ago, according to a new genetic
research by scientists from CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB)
and others.

25,000 #T fARIar STardear & gfaror 3R gfaor-qd ofdr 1 sitreeRafes sewear
¥ U Ageaqol qdsr WY g, 3R I 38§ &9 H 979991 5,000 9§ gger a4 g4l TG CSIR-
FX B eYeR U AffaaIerR ararst (CCMB) AR 3w dafetshi & AT SifHed
HTHYTT & HHA 31T

e The study highlighted the common genetic affinity of the ‘Htin Mal’, a population in the

mainland of Southeast Asia who speak an Austroasiatic language, with the
Nicobarese.

AT o STEIT-gd TR H AEIHA & ‘Rea Aver TS, S T AEreiAaiE
TNT dleldd 8, 3N ARy oeil & W e |@aer & 3eeR R

e The ‘Htin Mal’ community has maintained remarkable ethnic distinctness over time,
exhibiting a pronounced genetic drift from the Nicobarese, said CCMB’s top scientist
Kumarasamy Thangara,.

‘Reat ATer WHS A GAT & AY Jea@aAd A fdsear samw & & 3R el
Al & veh T9se St af@der fe@ran g, tar cCMB & aftss dwifasw Famrand
YIRS A FgT|

e Gyaneshwer Chaubey from Banaras Hindu University (BHU) led the group of
researchers from nine institutions for a detailed genetic analysis, using DNA markers

inherited exclusively from mothers and fathers respectively, and those from both parents
among the Nicobarese people.

TR 9, TARE g RArafdg@mea (BHU) @, 7 st wamEt & it & T @
Aqca fRam 3R Rl oel & Siuae AR, S AT R Oar @ a9y &7 @ gea
gid ¢, &l TaEgd Siieliae faeesor fohar|

e This analysis aimed to explore their ancestry and genetic affinities with South and
Southeast Asian populations.

3H faRwor &7 382y 3o qdett AR e wawt w1 gf@ror i gfRor-qd oRmarg

FAGEIAT T WisTelT AT

e The Nicobar Islands, situated in the eastern Indian Ocean and south of the
Andaman Islands, consist of seven large islands, including Car Nicobar and Great
Nicobar, and numerous smaller ones.

R gdiv, St gt g AgranR 3R sisae @it & gf@or F Rua § Fae €2
gdiv anfAe §, S FR fader 3k 3 fAeeR, 3k &5 a1 gl

e Previous theories suggested that the linguistic ancestors of the Nicobarese settled in the
Nicobar archipelago during the early Holocene, about 11,700 years ago.
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qdadt faguidl A Fehd 6T fh AR ol & HTeTg qdel IRAF gralteler & G,
STIT$ET 11,700 9§ Ug, [AeplaR cdiqweg # 4|

The new genetic research, involving 1,559 individuals from South and Southeast
Asia, showed that they settled only about 5,000 years ago, said Dr. Thangaraj.

AT A ey, forge gfavor st afaror-qd ofdem & 1,559 safea anfae 9, & fegran
f&6 & %acr 5,000 aF gga S8 &, VAT ST, YIRS o FeT|

Genomic regions shared across linguistic groups suggest an ancient distribution
of Austroasiatic populations in Southeast Asia, said Prof. Chaubey, the lead author.

TS wHE & AT G AAfAw & afforqd i 7 sreefafts Sawed &
yrefler feRor &1 geira & g, vEr . =@, g7 e A wel

“Our findings argue that the Nicobarese and the ‘Htin Mal’ represent valuable genetic
proxies for understanding ancient Austroasiatic heritage,” he added.

AR fasey Fara § [ A 3R e At g sieeefRanfes g #r
TASH & foIv Hegae efas gfafafer g, seia sl

Major Linguistic Families in India

India is a linguistically diverse nation, where multiple linguistic families coexist.
These families are classified based on their historical and structural characteristics.

Indo-Aryan Family (Approx. 75%)

The Indo-Aryan family is the largest linguistic group in India, with roots in the Indo-
European language family. It evolved from Sanskrit and includes prominent languages
such as Hindi, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, and Urdu.

AR # $31-3M0+T TRAR HGH 95T HIVTS TG ¢, o1l $o1-JUUIT AT RN ¥ Fafd &
7E TP U faerfiid g3 & iR gae e, Sammel, #R18Y, o, Toireit 3R 3¢ Skl g
HTYTT AT B

States Dominated: Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Punjab,
Gujarat.

JHE Tog: 3R Fe?, f9gR, AgRIeE, GfReH §9TTed, IoiTe, IR |

Historical Background: This family arrived with the Indo-Aryan migrations around
1500 BCE.

T JeasfA: Ig IRER SeTsar 1500 SHT qd $81-31e FaTal & | R 3|

Dravidian Family (Approx. 20%)

Explanation: The Dravidian family is primarily spoken in South India and includes
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam.

afars aRaR A &9 & SfaTor 7R # dvelr Sidr § 3R 5603 affier, dof], Feels 3R
Aorarerd AT 81
States Dominated: Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala.

THE T d: dATHTATg, 3TET T, FaATeah, Fld|
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o Historical Background: Dravidian languages are indigenous to the Indian
subcontinent, with evidence from the Harappan Civilization.

UTETT A JSo3fA: Gids VT HRATT SUHGIGHIT ol Hel HINIT 8, fSieTehl THTOT ggouT
e & A g1

Austro-Asiatic Family (Approx. 1.2%)
o Explanation: This family includes the Munda and Mon-Khmer branches, spoken in
tribal regions of central and eastern India.

Ig IRAR HsT AR AlA-TAT ARG T AT AT 8, S Rl o 7 3R qdf &t o
el STl &
e Languages: Santali, Ho, Mundari.
HINTT: FYTel, 8, HSR|
e States Dominated: Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh.
AT UsT: SRS, 3NTSLAT, IREH ST, TG |

e Historical Background: It is one of the oldest language families, with links to
Southeast Asia.

AT TSSH: TE T WY T IRART 3§ 0 ¥, e wa afEor-ag v ¥
gl

Tibeto-Burman Family (Approx. 0.7%)
e Explanation: Spoken in the Himalayan and northeastern regions, this family includes
Manipuri, Bodo, and several other tribal languages.

I IRaR fATer 3R qafaw a1t #f sterm S €, forwst Aforgd, et sik &8 3w
ST AT Qi g

e States Dominated: Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram, Assam.
THE Vg IR Y2, ATOIR, Amels, FASRA, 36|

o Historical Background: These languages reflect the cultural diversity of the
Himalayan belt.

UfcIgTiieh YSos{fa: I HTNIT RATCRIT &1 & Hithicieh fafatrdr i gaifeh g1
Other Families (Approx. 3%)

o Explanation: Other linguistic families include Andamanese (Great Andamanese,
Onge, Jarawa) and isolates like Burushaski.

3T ATVTS IRART H 3SHTIST (I SHATATS, 37137, SRIET) 3R 3TeRT-2eeT YT S
TEUERT QATTAT & |
e States Dominated: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Jammu & Kashmir.
THE Tod: ISAT 3R IR ediadeqg, 1 3R HeHAR|
Key Facts and Recent Updates:
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o Constitutional Recognition: The Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution lists 22
officially recognized languages.

AT AT, AR FIAEe &1 3radT 3ggen # 22 fteie ot geheey gl
e Linguistic Surveys: The Census of India provides detailed data on language
distribution.

HTOTS FHRTOT: HA T STATOTAT ST & FIAT0T R Faedd ST It Yl &

Staying the course
A W A @

The Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has
maintained the benchmark interest rate at 6.50% for the eleventh
consecutive time during its latest bi-monthly review.

SR Rera d (RBI) Y #ifgw Aifa gf@fa (MPC) & 3ruet Fdieas
cfaaTfe wellalr & d9ATH AT aT 6.50% 9N FIC & ¢, I§ TAREA!
IR AR 1

¢ RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das highlighted that the last mile of disinflation is proving
to be prolonged and arduous, impacting both emerging and developed economies.

RBI & 1o AfFaehicd & o acrar & fgerehifa # ifas waft o ik +fea arfaa
B W &, o 3T 3R R rdeagramit et & wenfad X W g

e India’s retail inflation, which was below the median 4% target for the first time in five
years for two months, spiked in September and October, driven by food prices.

HRA & Gl AZTEHIA, ST arer ast 7 ggell IR & HE=Al & TIU AET 4% e @ =)
o, et 3R IR & o), e Ay HRoTERy gardt 1 e o

e Atits October meeting, the MPC had voted 5:1 to hold interest rates, citing a well-
balanced inflation-growth scenario.

Jaga A d5H A MPC A 5:1 % dlc & AT &I ! FA0 W@ 1 Aot ferar, foraat
Harhifd 3R gefer &1 Ao 3Rd sdrr |

e However, the situation changed with inflation surging and GDP growth dropping to
5.4% in the second quarter, lower than the 7% estimate by RBI.

glefifen, fEAf gger 718 ST Aaehifar 9 778 3R qudr fAwmer & GDP gefr 5.4% W
3T 918, ST RBI & 7% HJATT & A Y|

e The government called the growth blip transient, while Ministers advocated for
interest rate cuts even before the GDP data was released.

WHR o AFE # PREe 31 3TARY a3, St AT o sa@rer & & wetdy dr Amr
GDP 3¢T SIRY &t & 9gel & |

e The MPC'’s voting pattern changed to 4:2 this time, with Governor Das acknowledging
adverse short-term inflation and growth outcomes.
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39 I MPC & aifear deet 4:2 1 arar, foreat ool e o sreuafas Agredifa v
R w afagea geama w1 wfewr )

o Das reiterated that the RBI is bound by the flexible inflation targeting framework,
which mandates addressing headline inflation.

mﬁaﬁmﬁ;RBlmwﬁﬁra&wﬁmﬁTﬂaﬁﬁm@T%ﬁﬁw
HEEOI &1 FAT A FaAreT B

e Persistently high inflation impacts households’ spending power, already visible in
urban consumption patterns, as noted by Das.

SR 3 HEREHIY &= Y T FIA T &77a1 B Jefad Hh g, S Ggod & &

gl 3TT Yot F omrs ¢ W &, 9 & g & sam

e The RBI revised its 2024-25 GDP growth projection to 6.6% (down from 7.2%) and
inflation projection to 4.8% (up from 4.5%).

RBI & 2024-25 % T GDP gef&r &1 31T 6.6% (7.2% & F#) 3R HaEhifa wr
3T AT 4.8% (4.5% & 3rflreh) Y ferm|

e Experts consider even these revised projections optimistic, suggesting measures like
rolling back import duty hikes on edible oils to spur consumption.

TR 5o TN FATAl 1 8f) JTATETE AT § R 3T A Newifed FA &
foT @ ddl W AT YoF QI F q9H AN S8 HSAT H ABRT A Bl

Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)

e The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) was constituted in 2016 under Section 45ZB
of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934.

Al TiferdT HACT (MPC) I TATIAT 2016 H ARANT Rora dF srfafaws,

1934 Fr URT 45ZB & dgd &1 a5 2|

e It was set up to fix the benchmark policy rate (repo rate) required to achieve the
inflation target.

S8 AT o8 1 IIed el & fav S difedt &7 (XY ) feiRa
o & for Tafa fear |

2. Composition of MPC

e The MPC consists of 6 members:
o 3 officials from the Reserve Bank of India, including the Governor, who acts as
the Chairperson.

MPC & 6 9¢&T 8Id &
» 3 IWFN HIRAT Rad dF & g &, FTH 19X 37e7eT & &9
F T o £
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o 3external members nominated by the Government of India.

- 39TEYd WEET R TWHR @Ry =A1tad e s &

« Decisions are made by majority vote. In case of a tie, the Governor has the casting
vote.

ﬁvﬁzragﬂaﬁmm%mﬁmwaﬁﬁsﬁmmﬁvmm
grar gl

3. Mandate of MPC

e The primary objective is to maintain price stability while ensuring economic growth.
SR HEY 3¢ Hed Futar same w@ar 3R ary & nfds e
glafaa F=e

e The inflation target is set at 4% (+/-2%) for the period from August 5, 2016, to
March 31, 2026.

HAEHITT ofaT 4% (+/-2%) e fohar aram &, 5t 5 3ered 2016 § 31 AT
2026 deh THTET &

4. Repo Rate

o The repo rate is the interest rate at which the RBI lends money to commercial banks
against securities.

WY Y dg AT X ¢ o WX IRE3S arfoifsas St s gideffadl & dee

¢ 3UR &l gl
e Itisatool to control liquidity, inflation, and economic stability.

Ig aedT, I 3R s Rear s a1 v @ gl

5. Decision-Making Process

o The MPC meets at least 4 times a year, with the decision announced after the
meeting.

MPCaY & H ¥ HH 4 IR 36F Hdl g, 3R AT Jo6 & s aiffa fFar

ST B
« Recent decisions focus on balancing inflation control with economic growth,
especially post-pandemic.

gliorar fA0Tal &l 3eged favy &9 & HANY & dig Harehiia faa=or 3R
AF e A Tl TATC G- &
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Public health — insights from the 1896 Bombay Plague

|GS Paper I: History

nderstanding how public health crises
intersect with surveillance, control,
and governance is crucial for
addressing modern challenges.
Historical epidemics, such as the 1896 Bombay
Plague, reveal how authorities have navigated
these issues. In colonial India, mapping and
policing were not just disease management tools;
they served as instruments of surveillance and
control. Examining these strategies offers insights
relevant to contemporary public health policy
and practice.

The colonial state’s response

The Bombay Plague of 1896-97 devastated
colonial India. Introduced into Bombay through
Far Eastern trade networks, it quickly spread
throughout the subcontinent, causing hundreds
of thousands of deaths by 1899. It exposed the
inadequacies of the existing public health
infrastructure. In response, the colonial
administration created the Indian Plague
Commission in 1898, led by T.R. Fraser of the
University of Edinburgh, to investigate the
outbreak. The Commission conducted extensive
inquiries, recording testimonies and producing
voluminous documentation. Yet, it struggled to
identify the plague’s precise origin or the nature
of its transmission. This difficulty emerged partly
because the colonial authorities saw the plague
less as a communal health issue and more as a
problem of maintaining order through
surveillance and control.

Unlike John Snow’s 1854 cholera map in
London that pinpointed affected individuals and
led to epidemiological breakthroughs, the Indian
Plague Commission’s maps focused on railways,
inspection points, camps, and police cordons
rather than the homes of plague victims. These
maps highlighted where people could be
stopped, inspected, or confined. They used
unusual colour and detail, suggesting a desire to
project efficiency and obscure the epidemic’s
severity. By emphasising where the disease could
infiltrate rather than who was affected, these
maps reframed the epidemic. Instead of
illuminating the distribution of cases, they
underscored the colonial state’s need to monitor
and restrict movement, reflecting the belief that
control of mobility equalled control of the
disease.

Policing lay at the heart of plague
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This historical
episode offers
insights for the
present as
contemporary
public health
strategies
should be
rooted in
empathy,
equity,

and evidence

management. Quarantine measures, inspections,
and confinements relied on police enforcement
rather than on community trust or public health
education. Observation camps near railway
stations became key sites where populations were
scrutinised. Military ward orderlies were
introduced into hospitals and municipalities,
legitimising the idea that force would curb
disease.

Police stations, not just medical
establishments, were primary data nodes, with
local watchmen reporting deaths to the police,
who then relayed them to higher authorities. This
integration of policing into the health apparatus
solidified the notion that health crises demanded
a top-down, coercive response. Over time,
professionalisation gradually shifted such duties
toward medical professionals, but the historical
precedent reminds us how policing once defined
the architecture of disease surveillance.

Plague maps and power dynamics

The design of the plague maps and their
emphasis on railway lines, inspection stations,
and cordons influenced both perception and
action. Vibrant colours and meticulous detail
conveyed a sense of order and efficacy, directing
attention to the state’s interventions rather than
the epidemic’s victims. The maps downplayed
the suffering of communities and masked the real
scale of the crisis by focusing on surveillance
infrastructure. They thus reinforced power
dynamics, showing how data and its
representation can serve dominant interests.
Instead of illustrating the human toll, the maps
suggested that proper control would triumph
over chaos, reinforcing the colonial narrative that
disease was best managed through discipline
rather than empathy.

This historical episode offers insights for the
present. The legacy of integrating policing and
surveillance into public health efforts persists,
though it now takes different forms. Modern
systems often rely on medical professionals for
data collection and patient tracking, reflecting
shifting ethical standards and professional
practices.

Yet, the question remains of how public health
measures are framed. The 1896 plague response
shows that framing can reshape policy,
determining whether the emphasis lies on caring
for individuals or exercising authority over them.

Recognising this dynamic helps ensure that
today’s health policies do not uncritically
reproduce the inequities or heavy-handed tactics
of the past.

The issue of oversight and ethics

Ethical considerations arise when public health
responses privilege control over community
well-being. The history of the Bombay Plague
exemplifies how data collection and mapping
techniques, if guided by oppressive frameworks,
can become tools for enforcing power rather than
improving health. The past invites us to consider
more humane and participatory approaches,
ensuring transparency and respect for individual
rights. Authorities must resist the temptation to
treat populations as objects of surveillance rather
than partners in safeguarding public health.
Balancing effective oversight with ethical
obligations remains a core challenge, as does
acknowledging that representation — be it in
maps or databases — shapes how problems are
understood and addressed.

This episode also signals that while
surveillance mechanisms have evolved, their
underlying logic may still influence
decision-making. Today, advanced data collection
methods can render entire populations visible to
the state, raising critical questions about privacy,
trust, and the fair distribution of resources.
Reflecting on the colonial response to the plague
helps us understand that data should be a means
to enhance health and safety rather than to
reinforce existing hierarchies or curtail freedoms.
‘We must remain vigilant that new technologies
and methodologies serve the collective good.

In learning from the Bombay Plague’s history,
we see that health crises often lay bare existing
power structures. The authorities in the late 19th
century chose to rely on policing and
surveillance, shaping the way the epidemic was
understood and managed. By studying these
choices, we can recognise the importance of
framing health challenges in ways that affirm
human dignity. We can strive to ensure that
contemporary public health strategies, while
leveraging sophisticated tools, remain rooted in
empathy, equity, and evidence. Awareness of past
missteps can guide future governance, inspiring
policies that foster cooperation rather than fear,
and that earn the trust and collaboration of the
communities they are meant to protect.

Public health — insights from the 1896 Bombay

Plague

ATdolfaeh TAELT — 1896 & «IFd Toldr A 9red

SATTRTRAT

¢ Understanding how public health crises intersect with surveillance, control, and
governance is crucial for addressing modern challenges.
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ATEoToleh TATELT Hehel ol farelt, foraor 3 omasr & 9 g9y &, 39 gHsEn
Imefas geifaat & T R F AT Ageaqet ¥

Historical epidemics, such as the 1896 Bombay Plague, reveal how authorities have
navigated these issues.

1896 ¥ aFa T SR WMy FEEIRET T8 @ & T 3SR & o wea
F FY gefoa R

The colonial state’s response

sitafaafs emaer fr gfafwar

The Bombay Plague of 1896—-97 devastated colonial India, spreading through Far
Eastern trade networks, causing hundreds of thousands of deaths by 1899.

1896—97 #T dFd A ¥ 3HufAafAF 9RT  JeaEg F e, I8 vR & & wAUR
Aeqd & ATETH H el A 1899 aF wr@l Al g5

The outbreak exposed the inadequacies of public health infrastructure.
3 AETHARY of Wdfas TR ard & WIAGT I 3SR 6|

The colonial administration established the Indian Plague Commission in 1898, led by
T.R. Fraser, to investigate the outbreak.

Jufaafs gemasT o FAgrARr fr T & forv 1898 F 3fEuer oot wHEeA Hr TUTIEAT
T, TSTeeT aidca ELAR. ek o faha|

Despite extensive inquiries, the Commission struggled to determine the plague’s origin
or transmission nature, treating it more as a problem of order through surveillance
and control than communal health.

A ST & ddele, HHI Tl & FIT AT FAROT F FEE HT Il M1 H 3rq7Y
T 3R 50 FHCRE T @ 3T et sk T qant saeen s @
Y FAEIT AT

Mapping and policing as tools

Aafor 3R gfafder & suwgor

Website: patrioticias.in
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Unlike John Snow’s 1854 cholera map in London that pinpointed affected individuals,
the Indian Plague Commission maps focused on railways, inspection points,
camps, and police cordons.

Sl &N F 1854 & gom AT & faudid, g wenfaa <afeaat = Rifcea B,
$3ge oo FAllee & AR A Yo, faderor g, AT 3k gfew Edt w sa=
g frar|

These maps emphasized control of mobility rather than the distribution of cases,
reflecting the belief that controlling movement controlled the disease.

ST AARET o AT F AT F I IERET W)W Fg=or a1 gyraffsar & s I8
AT g2 § & 3manss & Faia Fer S & @aiRa &&r gl
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Role of policing in plague management
T yater F giefder Fr sfaewr

e Policing played a central role, with quarantine measures, inspections, and
confinements enforced through police rather than community trust or health education.

gfafliar = v i sffdenr Ters, foraed waryr 3ury, fadteror 3 adieor giere
CaRT of1e] fohT 37T, of f& AHersh favare a1 Tareey fAeT & Aregs 4

e Observation camps near railway stations scrutinized populations, and military ward
orderlies were introduced to hospitals and municipalities to enforce control.

Yord TeeEr & ure fadiator fAfaRt 7 snerdr & S B 9, 3R AGHOT o) e &
T A= arF FFHA & rcgdara’ 3R TRt J FrRr 9w

e Police stations, rather than medical establishments, acted as primary data nodes, with
local watchmen reporting deaths to police, who relayed them to higher authorities.

gfere gt o, Rifshcar deuE! & gorg, wafadw ST Fg & ®9 A 7 T, st
meﬁmaﬁrﬁqﬁqﬁqﬁaﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁmﬁmﬁm

e This integration of policing into health apparatus solidified the notion that health crises
demanded a top-down, coercive response.

T 3901 H AT F1 FARY $H UROT B AT T & fob T Hevel
& fow fid-@-afrer Sravewd sfafsardr smaegesar g gl

e Over time, professionalization shifted duties toward medical professionals, but the
precedent highlights how policing once defined disease surveillance.

AT & G, Sacdl  RAfecar et i 31 TaaaRa & r 1=, dfehaT Jg
qaurRon feardh & f wft gfafdier & Qv e wr afenRa R am

Plague maps and power dynamics

o AR 3R afFT =T

e The design of the plague maps and their emphasis on railway lines, inspection
stations, and cordons influenced both perception and action.

TlT ATATIET &7 3ogeT 3R 3T Yad argat, fAdator weE, 3k #ida SR,
gieaior 3R fhargel & wanfaa aar o

e Vibrant colours and meticulous detail conveyed a sense of order and efficacy, directing
attention to the state’s interventions rather than the epidemic’s victims.

THRER W AR FeA TR0 o 7w T 3R Ferraefierar S $raer cgerd &, &gl &l
FAeTART & Nf3al & JomT Usw A grasil W Higa fmar)

¢ The maps downplayed the suffering of communities and masked the real scale of the
crisis by focusing on surveillance infrastructure.

AT o GHERET & §:@ B HA ha1 3R Hehe & aEdias YA A fAIRET g )
eI Hfgd g e

e They reinforced power dynamics, showing how data and its representation can serve
dominant interests.
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51 AT F AfFd FIFH FY Geo AT, Iy fewrd g foh 4 8er 3R sach wwfa
gefcaeel fgdt T dar F T g

Instead of illustrating the human toll, the maps suggested that proper control would
triumph over chaos, reinforcing the colonial narrative that disease was best managed
through discipline rather than empathy.

AATAT o AlTd 9IST #T G & ol Ig FAd A1 7o WEY fAg=ro7 3reravar
fasra red &dem, 3R IE ufadfle Far A geo war a1 & A e
AETA F & FO el y&fd TR S @ on, T B weepifa F

This historical episode offers insights for the present.

I AETR® gear 9dAae & T e yee FIdT B

The legacy of integrating policing and surveillance into public health efforts persists,
though it now takes different forms.

gfafiier 3N farmeh &1 Ardefae T gard # arffer e i R Sl @
g, gTeliter 319 I8 RAffie & & fR@wrs Y &1

Modern systems often rely on medical professionals for data collection and patient
tracking, reflecting shifting ethical standards and professional practices.

amyfaes gonforl sreras Rfrcar daawt o3 3er wae 3 et R & faw e el
g, Sl Seerd gu Afas Al AR Iy guist A g ¢
Yet, the question remains of how public health measures are framed.

T off, garer Ig § & Adefae ey 39l & 58 9R & B Har Sar gl

The 1896 plague response shows that framing can reshape policy, determining whether
the emphasis lies on caring for individuals or exercising authority over them.

1896 T ToldT Ufafrar RETdr § & SAT AT & AR & 3R & I &, 98 a7
I 80 for IR afFaat Y S@HTT 9T gIar § AT 379 FUT IIFRIOT T 9T giar gl

Recoanizing this dynamic helps ensure that today’s health policies do not uncritically
reproduce the inequities or heavy-handed tactics of the past.

58 IARMIAT T g Ig GARYT el H FHeg Al g o 37T T Faeeg
SATCIAT 3ciiel hl AATAATHT AT FOR WIATAAT 1 &1 Telleelr 6T IoT: 3cueet o
Gy

The issue of oversight and ethics

foarrett st Afdwar 1 e
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Ethical considerations arise when public health responses privilege control over
community well-being.

Adeifee Fareed wfafsanst 7 fe=or #1 geerr @ s ) srafAsar & e g,
sAfceh Hed 3od Bl

The history of the Bombay Plague exemplifies how data collection and mapping
techniques, if guided by oppressive frameworks, can become tools for enforcing
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power rather than improving health.

sl clT &1 3BT Ig ISV YA Al © T 9 3T Harg 3R AreAf=or
dweiteh, e GHABRY e § AW gicll &, of I TRy # FUR I & Tl AfFa
ol X & IYHOT a1 Hehell &

The past invites us to consider more humane and participatory approaches, ensuring
transparency and respect for individual rights.

3 gH 3170 Arraar 3 agaeh TREHT W IR o & v aRa &<ar ¢, I8
gfaf aa?rmgtrﬁ;mafaﬁmaﬂr—m HAFRT FT TFAT @

Authorities must resist the temptation to treat populations as objects of surveillance
rather than partners in safeguarding public health.

HRADIRET ! FATEAT3HT ! IR & a6 & T H W & TNg Hdoliolh FAELY
I GIETT H WIHIERI & &7 H @ & Jellell § Feln =iigu|

Balancing effective oversight with ethical obligations remains a core challenge, as
does acknowledging that representation — be it in maps or databases — shapes how
problems are understood and addressed.

ol foerreht 1 sifa arfieal & &y Sfard T vk yAE el el T g, St
& Ig TR e o gEgfear — =g ag AfREl I Se@dl 7 g — Ig Ui aar
¢ T GHEansit & FE GFsT 3R g fhar S gl

This episode also signals that while surveillance mechanisms have
evolved, their underlying logic may still influence decision-making.

g e I8 Y €9 & ¥ B F9fF e J7 Refa @ v §
3 IafifRa ahufEa arsht off fvkr A= & wsnfaa &= @& B

Today, advanced data collection methods can render entire populations visible to the
state, raising critical questions about privacy, trust, and the fair distribution of
resources.

3MTtehel, 3ee1d 3eT Hag faftrat ot Serdear # s & v €27 & gl &, S
e, fFearw, iR gaEt & 3@ fFawors s # #Ageaqol ware 3o §

Reflecting on the colonial response to the plague helps us understand that data should
be a means to enhance health and safety rather than to reinforce existing hierarchies
or curtail freedoms.

stﬂﬁéﬁmﬁﬁmwﬁwwﬁg%maﬁ%ﬁ:%aﬁmx
3R & TG T Teh ATEA Blol AT, o o Hiler IeHaAt H geo kel a7
FaaAAt S AT FE F

We must remain vigilant that new technologies and methodologies serve the
collective good.

gH Fd® TgaT =ifRv T 7 wemfafaar 3k gqufaat amfes srams v dar ¥

In learning from the Bombay Plague’s history, we see that health
crises often lay bare existing power structures.
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91 ool & sfaee @ W@d gu EF d@d § B w@eed @9 3
#israr afFa wx=eEt F 3R F E

e The authorities in the late 19th century chose to rely on policing and surveillance,
shaping the way the epidemic was understood and managed.

19dt eraredt & 3d # HfRARAT F gfAfder 3 ferreh w @R gie & ooty fom,
a8 AgARY &I s 3R 99T e & alieT 3MER for|

e By studying these choices, we can recognize the importance of framing health
challenges in ways that affirm human dignity.

goT TAOTET o1 31eTTeT Xeh, §H Ig UgUTel Fohd ¢ Toh TR Falfadt 1 38 J9R @
SheT e Hecdqul ¢ St Aterd ARAT SN give & B

¢ We can strive to ensure that contemporary public health strategies, while leveraging
sophisticated tools, remain rooted in empathy, equity, and evidence.

§H & AT el & HIRAA T ol ¢ Toh THbTONA AdATadh FaRLT
m?hﬁﬁ,aaﬁ:wswﬁa:rmmﬁgu,
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Silica scars
Mine workers need early diagnosis
and treatment of silicosis
l ndia’s growth aspirations have spurred the

national mining industry to extract more

minerals for use in construction. One such
mineral is silicon dioxide, or silica, an important
component of sand and stone. Mine workers ex-
posed to silica dust for many years have a height-
ened risk of developing silicosis, wherein micro-
scopic silica particles are lodged in lung tissue,
hampering their normal function. The risk of sil-
icosis is age-agnostic and determined by expo-
sure, and is chronic after onset. Thus it threatens
millions of workers, many of them young. In
1999, the Indian Council of Medical Research re-
ported that more than eight million people in the
country were highly exposed to silica dust; this
population could only have increased since the
national government has opened new mines and
expanded old ones. On November 29, the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) directed the Central Pol-
lution Control Board to draft new guidelines vis-
@-vis “granting permission for [silica] mining and
washing plants”, and the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment and Pollution Control Board to set up
health-care facilities in areas with silica mines.
The NGT is well-intentioned but mine workers
are desperate for action.

The Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code 2020 requires mine workers’
employers to notify threats of bodily harm to
workers and workers developing specific diseas-
es, including silicosis. But operators often do not
notify the Directorate General of Mines Safety,
preventing the state from developing an actiona-
ble awareness of mine operators’ workplace
practices; nor have States of their own initiative
strived to collect this data. The potential for spe-
cial hospitals to ameliorate this situation is also
unclear: the Code obligates qualified medical
practitioners to notify silicosis cases to the Chief
Inspector-cum-Facilitator, yet it already required
operators to provide free annual health check-
ups, which have failed to reveal silicosis cases.
Health-care providers have even been known to
misrecord silicosis as tuberculosis. The NGT also
noted that “concerned authorities” are not living
up to the law. The state’s passivity is thus the
principal roadblock to mine workers’ welfare,
which guidelines are unlikely to surmount. The
passivity also flies in the face of climate justice, an
idea India has ironically wielded in multilateral
fora to demand concessions on emissions and
adaptation financing. The nation’s mineral re-
sources are concentrated in ‘resource frontier’
States that have low literacy and health-care cov-
erage, a disorganised labour force, and where
mining provides crucial revenue. When the state
diverts the concessions to suppliers of cheap sili-
ca, workers tolerate bad working conditions and
delay seeking medical or legal recourse until the
silicosis has become life-threatening.

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Silica Scars

fafaer & @

Mine workers need early diagnosis and treatment
of silicosis.

o HfAe # ARy § v y_RAs [
3R ITER & IFTaRTFAr ¢l

e India’s growth aspirations have increased the demand for minerals
like silicon dioxide (silica), used in construction.

R &1 faerd THRIEm3t o AT & 39T g arer @iaer o
Rfosia sEsiteaes (Rfdwn) & #7FT o1 & 8

e Silicosis occurs when microscopic silica particles lodge in lung
tissue, hampering normal lung function.

RfewRw a9 &1 § 59 gaw R For vwst & sast 7§ vu
EICES

¢In 1999, the Indian Council of Medical Research reported that
over 8 million people in India were highly exposed to silica dust.

1999 &, AR YA HqaeTT IRYE A AT oh R 7 80

G Y HE AET el el & queh 7 U

* On November 29, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed
the Central Pollution Control Board to draft new guidelines for
silica mining and washing plants.

29 igaT Y, WA g fbFor (NGT) F el wguor Fior
g 1 Ao @eeT 3R afiRier coiew & v Av fer-Hder
TR F= F1 [ m)

e The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions
Code 2020 requires employers to notify specific diseases, including
silicosis.

T, Fareey AR F ord Wiear 2020 & dga fAgerdnsit @
e afga fafdse faiEt @1 gear ¢ smaEs gl

* NGT noted that authorities are failing to comply with existing laws.

NGT o 3eat@ fohar foh 3RISHRT HISET Fiefsll T Ireled el H
fawer g @ &

eIndia’s focus on climate justice in international forums contrasts
with the neglect of workers in resource frontier states.

FATSET HAl W STAarg A R AR H1 AT FHYA HIHAT
T 7 sfAw T 398 F T B

e Workers tolerate poor conditions and delay seeking medical help
until silicosis becomes life-threatening.
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Building on the revival of the manufacturing sector

[GS Paper I1Il: Manufacturing Sector |

ndia’s journey to becoming a global

manufacturing hub has gained momentum

with the government’s strategic policy
initiatives, particularly the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme. This scheme has been
instrumental in transforming the manufacturing
landscape in sectors such as mobile
manufacturing, electronics, pharmaceuticals,
automobile, and textiles, among others, through
enhanced production, exports and job creation.

The scheme’s impressive performance has

been mirrored by the results of the Annual
Survey of Industries (ASI) for 2022-23, released
recently, which reveals a positive correlation
between PLI scheme incentives and sectoral
performance. In the ASI data, manufacturing
output registered a robust growth rate of 21.5%,
while gross value added (GVA) grew by 7.3%. This
expansion comes on the back of the PLI scheme’s
success, showcasing that many sectors benefiting
from the scheme have performed particularly
well. Basic metal manufacturing, coke and
refined petroleum products, food products,
chemicals and chemical products, and motor
vehicles — many of which are covered under the
PLI scheme — collectively contributed 58% to the
total manufacturing output and registered an
output growth of 24.5% in 2022-23.

Recovery of the manufacturing sector
ASI surveys are a vital source of data on the
registered, organised manufacturing sector in the
economy. They include factories with 10 or more
workers using power, and those with 20 or more
workers, without power. The results of the ASI
2022-23 show a healthy double-digit expansion in
the growth rate of manufacturing sector output —
at 21.5% — despite a high base of 2021-22 which
saw a sharp rebound as the economy emerged
from the COVID-19 pandemic-induced slump. The
impressive growth in output and value added in
2022-23, as compared to the pre-pandemic
period, indicates that the manufacturing sector is
slowly but steadily turning the corner after the
disruptions in recent years.

The performance of the manufacturing sector
shows that the stage is set for India to become a

Chandrajit
Banerjee

Director General,
The Confederation
of Indian Industry

Strong reforms
are needed for
India to fully
capitalise on its
manufacturing
potential

global manufacturing powerhouse. However,
strong reforms are needed to fully capitalise on
the manufacturing potential.

The success of the PLI scheme underscores the
need to expand its scope beyond the traditional
industries where manufacturing activity is
concentrated. Extending PLI incentives to
labour-intensive sectors such as apparel, leather,
footwear and furniture, as well as sunrise
industries such as aerospace, space technology
and MRO could unlock new growth frontiers.
There are also sectors with high import
dependency but untapped domestic capabilities
such as capital goods. This can help in reducing
vulnerability to global demand fluctuations and
supply chain disruptions. Promoting green
manufacturing and incentivising research and
development in advanced manufacturing
technologies can further enhance India’s
manufacturing competitiveness.

The striking gap between manufacturing
output growth (21.5%) and GVA growth (7.3%) — as
the ASI data show - is largely driven by soaring
input prices, which surged by 24.4% in 2022-23.
This divergence suggests that while production
volumes are rising, industries are grappling with
elevated input prices, which have eroded their
value addition. With bulk of the inputs being
imported, it is pivotal to bring down their landing
costs in the country. To bring this to fruition, a
more streamlined import regime that simplifies
tariffs into a three-tier system, with O - 2.5% for
raw materials, 2.5% - 5% for intermediates, and
5% - 7.5% for finished goods, could help mitigate
these input costs, enhance competitiveness, and
improve India’s integration into global value
chains.

A concentration of industrial activity

The regional imbalance in manufacturing activity,
with Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Uttar Pradesh, collectively
accounting for over 54% of total manufacturing
GVA and 55% of employment, highlights the
concentration of industrial activity in a few
States. This regional imbalance not only hinders
equitable development across the country but

also limits the sector’s overall growth potential.
For India to fully capitalise on its manufacturing
capacity, it is essential for States to be an active
participant in India’s growth story by
implementing the fundamental factor market
reforms in areas such as land, labour and power
in addition to developing infrastructure, and
promoting investments.

Focus must move to MSMEs and women

For manufacturing to serve as a true catalyst for
inclusive growth, special attention must be given
to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME)
and increasing women’s participation in the
workforce. MSMEs contribute around 45% of
India’s manufacturing GDP and employ about 60
million people. Tailoring PLI incentives to
accommodate MSMEs, by lowering capital
investment thresholds and reducing production
targets, would empower these enterprises to
scale up, innovate and integrate more effectively
into value chains.

Enhancing female workforce participation is
an untapped opportunity for boosting
manufacturing growth. The World Bank’s latest
South Asia Development Update estimates that
India’s manufacturing output could rise by 9% if
more women join the workforce. Developing
supportive infrastructure such as hostels,
dormitories, and childcare facilities near factories
could significantly boost women’s participation in
manufacturing, driving output and inclusive
development.

To transform the Indian economy into a
developed economy by 2047, the manufacturing
sector ought to play a critical role. As in the CII's
own estimations, its share in the GVA has a
potential to rise from the current 17% to over 25%
by 2030-31, and to 27% by 2047-48 if sustained
efforts to boost domestic manufacturing
capabilities and domestic value addition
continue. Apart from boosting its competitiveness
by improving ease of doing business and bringing
down cost of doing business, seizing the current
moment by leveraging on the slew of policy
measures will be imperative for the
manufacturing sector.

Building on the Revival of the Manufacturing Sector

AT & & geaveur W fAHAIor

e India’s journey to becoming a global manufacturing hub has gained momentum with
the government’s strategic policy initiatives, particularly the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme.

ARA 6 AT A ARFGF AT Fg g7 H e # afg B § Wer Hr wEhfaw
Afoare gger, AT §T F IcUEAT ¥ A3 Wewed (PLI) a1 & HROT|

e The scheme has transformed sectors like mobile manufacturing, electronics,
pharmaceuticals, automobile, and textiles by enhancing production, exports, and
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job creation.
3 ATl o Aarse foAor, saweiey, srtegfesew, siteHtaEa 3R aw o &
FI 3euted, At 3t AR gora & ATH & Jod e B

The Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) for 2022-23 shows a positive correlation
between PLI scheme incentives and sectoral performance.

2022-23 % foT AT 3T AdaToT (ASI) ¥ PLI Aeiar Weatgar 31X & vgda &

ST T WRRIcHS 99 e

Manufacturing output registered a robust growth rate of 21.5%, while Gross Value
Added (GVA) grew by 7.3%.

fAHTOT Scutest & 21.5% #r Fftr ST ol Y, Safeh FHe Heq aftia (GVA) # 7.3% &r
T gl
Key sectors like basic metals, coke, refined petroleum products, food products,

chemicals, motor vehicles contributed 58% to total manufacturing output and saw
24.5% growth in 2022-23.

o Fer faaAToT 3euTEE F 58% AR feam 3R 2022-23 F 24.5% A gefr gt H|

Recovery of the Manufacturing Sector

Rrtor arF 1 qerdETeh

ASI surveys provide data on the registered, organised manufacturing sector
including factories with 10+ workers using power or 20+ workers without power.

AS| Fd&ToT TfSA [AATOT &9 &7 3T Ueled HXar § foas 10+ sifft & ary (Rerel
ngw)mzmﬂﬁﬁ(ﬁmm#)aﬁrmﬁ%m gl

The 2022-23 ASI results show a 21.5% double-digit growth rate despite a high base
from 2021-22, indicating recovery post-COVID-19 slump.

2022-23 AS| & TRUTH 21.5% #T & 3wl #i ggitr & fG@ra §, 2021-22 i 3=9 3MUR
&ufd & Srac(g, ST COVID-19 A & &G Yeiagrell &l Sfad & gl

The data shows that India is steadily moving towards becoming a global
manufacturing powerhouse.

2T ¥ Udr Ioldr § & ARa -4 g [Ar afFa g 59 T 31X 9¢ @ T

Expanding PLI Scheme and Reforms

PLI Ftsre T fRAaFar 3 gur
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To maximise potential, PLI incentives should extend to labour-intensive sectors like
apparel, leather, footwear, furniture, and sunrise industries like aerospace and
space technology.

3fRAFAH &TAAT &1 3TANT e & AT, PLI NewTge &1 aReme, 973, J[d, Gl o
AU &A1 R wEw R saier We@fid S seaher seanet aw faEaia
ERIEEICIESIY
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Focus on green manufacturing and incentivising research in advanced technologies
can improve India’s competitiveness.

g fAATT W &A1 i el 3R 3eaid eifafrat & sqaue # dearfed
FIAT R T GfAETET 47T FT T FehAT

Addressing Input Cost Challenges
gTqe AT GAQIT FT FATTT

A gap between manufacturing output growth (21.5%) and GVA growth (7.3%) is due
to soaring input prices (24.4%) in 2022-23.

faator searee gefdr (21.5%) 3R GVA g&f&r (7.3%) & & & 37eX 2022-23 & §IYe
drerdt (24.4%) F e & HROT g

A streamlined import regime with three-tier tariffs (0-2.5% for raw materials, 2.5-5%

for intermediates, 5-7.5% for finished goods) can reduce costs and enhance global
value chain integration.

Na-TadT NE (F=F AT F AT 0-2.5%, ALgadt 3cuEl F AT 2.5-5%, HAR AT
¥ fAT 5-7.5%) & WY U FeAdFUd AT STGEYT AR Hl HHA H Fohell § AR
ARaF AT H@AT TR F TG T o

A concentration of industrial activity

g afafafer &1 waheor

The regional imbalance in manufacturing activity is evident, with Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Uttar Pradesh collectively accounting for over 54% of
total manufacturing GVA and 55% of employment.

HERTSE, IGRI, AR, Fales, AR 3T JaU TIFd T § Fo AeLhaaar GVA H
54% 3R ASAR FT 55% YeTl A ¢, foad fafestor sifafafer & &g sraqerer euse
gl

This concentration in a few States limits equitable development and reduces the
sector’s overall growth potential.

$O TS H T HhooT FATA FAHIT # ST STeldl ¢ 3R & 1 FHT gefy & arefa

P HH AT gl

For India to fully capitalize on its manufacturing capacity, States must implement factor
market reforms in areas such as land, labor, power, along with developing
infrastructure and promoting investments.

HRA & 39 TAfAHOT et 1 qut ot 3o & fow st & o, #@, fRere sia
&l # A TR FUR 9] FA dIMBT, WY g gehreeaar [Aehid e 3R fader
S Wewrfed =1 TR

Focus must move to MSMEs and women
MSMEs 3ilT Afgamsit W ea Fa T 39T+
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MSMEs contribute around 45% of India’s manufacturing GDP and employ about 60
million people.

MSMEs $1Rd & f¥AToT GDP T S@THeT 45% e &g & 31K 60 Afeasr «e &r

SR Y&t T 8l

Tailoring PLI incentives to accommodate MSMEs by lowering capital investment
thresholds and reducing production targets can empower these enterprises to scale
up and integrate into value chains.

PLI cHTg=il 1 MSMEs & foIT 3felshel SeTd g0 ol forder €iam &t &1 e 3R
3CUTGS & °LTAT 51 3l #l faedR 3R dog I & AfAT gl & FarH F=ireem|

Enhancing female workforce participation is an untapped opportunity for boosting
manufacturing growth.

AfgeT Frdaa At qefigR go= R_ATAHATT gefer &I e & fav T IJugeFd 3w ¢

The World Bank’s South Asia Development Update estimates that India’s
manufacturing output could rise by 9% if more women join the workforce.

ﬁ%aﬁ#a@wuﬁmﬁmméw,aﬁmmwﬁwﬁ%m

gl, ar 9IRT 1 AFATT IcdTesT 9% d 9¢ TehaT 2l
Developing supportive infrastructure such as hostels, dormitories, childcare
facilities near factories could significantly boost women’s participation.

SR & T SHEHN, SRIACH, TEesHay GRUT Sl Fes $ehreaa? [deh ad
AT AT T AT S TT Fehe &

Path to developed economy by 2047
2047 a& fawf@a rdegasyr &1 3T
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The CIlI estimates that the share of manufacturing in GVA could rise from the current
17% to over 25% by 2030-31 and to 27% by 2047-48 with sustained efforts.

Cll & 3TATT & 3N, GVA H AegtheraRar 7 fFEAT ac#Ae 17% & 2030-31 aF

25% 31X 2047-48 A& 27% & FohdT g Ife TIMaR 9I1d fhT ST

Boosting domestic manufacturing capabilities and domestic value addition is
essential for this transformation.

58 dRace & v ee fafaator awansid 3k e qew ade 1 gorar S 3maegs
el

Improving the ease of doing business, bringing down the cost of doing business, and
leveraging current policy measures will be critical for the manufacturing sector.

AT FA H A, dqnred 7 FA 3R Alger Hfcderd 3urdi 1 omer 3ame
fafersior & & forw FgeayEr g
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battered Tamil Nadu

Cydlone Fengal has wreaked havoc in Puducherry and Tamil Nadu. claiming 12 lives and affecting 14 districts.

posed a challenge to weather experts
how the cyvclone dmnggd course, leaving a trail of destruction

W hile the Tamil Nadu government says it was prepared for heavy rainfall, the complex and slow-moving cyclone
and the administration alike. K. Lakshmi and D. Madhavan report on

u the evening of December amily
of four and three of their neighbours
huddied together under a meral
roofed single-room house, in VOC Na-
gar, a residential area at the foot of the Arunacha-
la hill in Tiruvannamalai district, They listened as
torrential rains brought by Cyclone Fengal
pounded the district in interior Tamil Nadu.

S. Meenakshi, 27, who lives opposite the
house, recalls the tragedy that occurred shortly
after. Her sister, R. Meena, 26, and Meena’s hus-
band, N. Rajkumar, 32, both brick kiln workers,
had returned home the previous evening as their
workplace, located 20 kilometres from the tem-
ple town, had flooded. Meenakshi says the cou-
ple had been working in the brick kiln for a few
years and had often stayed there for weeks to

complete tasks before returning to VOT Nagar.

he had come 9year
old Goutham and 7-year-old Iniya — after
working tirelessly for a month at the kiln,
says. Meenakshi's daughter, Ramyz, 13,
s0 gone to Rajkumar’s house along
neighbours — Vinothini, 14, and Maha, 10.
“Around 4.30 p.m., we heard a deafening
sound. Meena called out to me and | rushed
out,” Meenakshi. “The next few moments
were o hlnr A heap of mud, boulders, and debris
came rolling down the hill. Meena rushed inside
1o bring the children out but it was too late. My
sister’s home was buried,” she says, sobbing
All the seven occupants were insta antly killed.
Other houses in the neighbourhood were com
pletely or partially destroyed. Relatives searched
for loved ones in the slush amid relentless rains
until a rescue team, led by Tiruvannamalai Col
lector 1. Baskara Pandian, reached the site. They
evacuated nearly 250 families from the hills,
maoved them to community halls in Tiruvanna-
malai town, and gave them food and medicines.
The seven bodies were recovered after a near-
ly 20-hour operation by a 170-member team, in-
cluding 35 personnel of the National Disaster Res-
ponse Force, and a sniffer dog the next evening.
“When the team retrieved two bodies from the
spot, they saw that Rajkumar had been holding
Iniya tightly.” recalls a senior official.

A trail of destruction
‘While heavy rainfall during the northeast mon-
soon is comman at this time of the year in Tamil
Nadu, the State and the Union Territory of Pudu-
cherry did not expect Cyclone Fengal to cause
such widespread devastation when it crossed the
eastern coast on the night of November 30. On
December I, unusually heavy rainfall (40 cm to
50 cm) was recorded in many places in Pudu-
cherry and the northern and northwestern parts
of Tamil Nadu. Among the coastal districts,
Chennai was less affected.

The cyclone then slowly drifted westward,
dumping rains, causing floods, submerging acres

Website: patrioticias.in
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of crops, damaging civic infrastructure, and dis-
placing thousands of people. When it later
moved inland, it pummelled several districts.
Mallam in Villupuram district received 51 cm ¢

nfall on December 1 and Uthangaral in Krish
nagiri district received 50 cm on December 2.
Some areas of Villupuram such as Kedar and
Soorapatiu received more than 33 cm of rainfall
on asingle day.

D. Vasanthkumar, 51, of Muthu Nagar in Nelli-
kuppam, Cuddalore district, spent an entire
night on the stairway leading to his terrace as
flocdwater had entered his house. “Local offi
cials gave us flood alerts at 8 p.m. asking us to
evacuate the street. But the water level rose ra-
pidly in the arca and a few of us were stranded. It
took two days for the floodwater to recede,” he
says. While Vasanthkumar maj
important documents that were
he lost most of his electronic device:

In his letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi

rainfallin 4 as equal to an en-
tire season’s share. He noted that more than 2
lakh hectares of agricultural and horticultural
land had been inundated and nearly 963 cartle
had died. About 9,500 km of roads, 1,847 cul
verts, and 417 tanks had been damaged. Stalin
said that the cyclone had overwhelmed the
State’s resourc d requested the Centre to re-
lease 32,000 crore from the National Disaster
Response Fund to assist rehabilitation efforts
Resides compensation for damaged crops, the
Tamil Nadu government announced relief of
2,000 per family in the districts of Villupuram,
Cuddalore, and Kallakurichi on December 3. Sta-

Alandslide killed seven people in VOC Nagar in Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil Nadu. The rescue operation involved 170 personnel, including members of the National Disaster Response FOrce. €. VENKATACHALAPATHY

The cyclone that

lin also donated one month's salary towards the
Chief Minister's Relief Fund to execute elief mea-
sures in the six worst-affected i
cember 6, the Union Home Ministry
the release of 944,80 crore to the Ta
government as the Central share from the State
Disaster Response Fund to help the people affect-
ed by the cyclone.
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Flood warnings did not reach the villages
close to the riverbanks. Residents assumed
it would be another normal rain spell.
Many left behind their belongings and
cattle to save their lives

AYAKUMAR
anbuppcn, Viupuram district

sowed black gram in an acre. | face a loss of
50,000 as floodwater marconed my land. Poor-
ly maintained water bodies in villages too led to
quick damage”

Several residents say they want Villupuram to
be declared as a disaster-affected district.

Floodwaters in Puducherry

Puducherry heaved a sigh of relief after the storm
passed through the region on December 1, but
was hit by another disaster when water was dis-
charged from the brimming dams of Tamil Nadu,
particularly the Sathanur dam in Tiruvannamalai
on December 2.

The discharge of 1.68 lakh cubic feet per se-
cond (cusecs) of Hoodwater from the Sathanur
dam sparked a political debate. The Opposition
parties blamed the ruling Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam government for the deluge in the north-
ern districts without prior notice. Refuting the
claims of a self-created disaster, Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan noted that sufficient
flood warnings had been given and flood dis-
charge was planned considering the safety of the
dam and the lives of the people.

The Water Resources Department noted that
uncontrolled Then Pennai river catchment wor-
sened the flood situation. Record-breaking rain
fall in Krishnagiri and flash flood in tributaries
such as Koraiyar and Kallar accelerated flow in
the river that was already in spate. There is no
mechanism to gauge rainfall or the floodwater
generated in the Then Pennai's tributaries.

A senior Water Resources Department official
says Sathanur reservoir received an inflow of
40,000 cusecs within four hours from December
1 night. The reservoir did not have sufficient stor-
age capacity to store the entire inflow, the official
adds “We adhered to the rules and there was no
flood warning. After 1972, when the dam
discharged nearly 2.57 lakh nm} this is the se-
cond time that such a high quantum of surplus
water was released,” the official says.

However, G. Jayakumar of Pananhuppam, V
Iupuram district, who helped people reach relief
camps, says, “Flood warnings did not reach the
villages (A.K. Kuchipalayam and Kallipattu) close
to the rit assumed it would be

Puducherry Chief Minister N. an-
nounced relief assistance of 25,000 to all ration
cardholders affected by the cyclone in the UT
and ¥30,000 per hectare to atfected farmers.

Crops under water

Four days after the rains subsided, Villupuram, a
i i district, is ing to

return to regular life. Nearly 80,520 hectares of

crops are damaged, many lakes have breached

their banks, and the Malattaru and Then Pennai

rivers are brimming with floodwater.

V. Tamilarasi, 64, of Pillur village in Villupu-
ram taluk, is searching for someone to help her
clear the deposits of sludge that cover her agricul-
tural land. Flash flcods in the Then Pennai river
submerged crops. She has also lost two goars.

“I cultivated black gram and casuarina planta-
tions in three acres. The crop is submerged un-
der six feet of water. 1 spent 2 lakh for cultiva.
tion. I don’t know how [ am going to manage the
loss,” she worries.
es such as Pillaiyarkuppam and Arasa-
mangalam have become small islands. They did
not have power and communication networks
for three days, which left many stranded or con-
fined to their houses without water or food.

“The district prcnousl) experienced such
large-scale lloods in 1972. This time, I was caught

hile village ive officers
helped us, uﬂvu.]l» and elected representatives
came mucl Lner Tamilarasi says.

The ation was no different in the urban
stretches of Villupuram. S. Neelz, 55, of Ashaku
lam, spent nearly a day ng.mmg the muck and
waste that floodwater had brought into her house
on December 1.

“Our street had waist-deep water. My family of
four managed with 20 litres of packaged water
for three d We had to put up with the sewage
that had mixed with the stagnant water for three
days. We all worked together to drain the water
as we didn't get immed she says.

RT. Murugan, district se
Vivasayigal Sangam (All Indu Ki\'m
“Crops in various parts were on the verge of dry-
ing for want of water until the downpour. We
have not seen such water flow in the Malattaru
and Then Pennai rivers in December. | was pre
paring for paddy harvest for Pongal and recently

Vehicles in the Uthangarai area of Krishnagiri lollrwmg heavy mnhu on December 2. 7
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another normal rain spell. Many left behind their
belongings and cartle to save their lives.”

When the Water Resources Department team
visited Villupuram, they were aghast at the dam-
age. “We could not identify boundarics of water
badies and roads. The district is generally mastly
dry in December. The teams are now assessing
the damage,” the official

In Sathanur village, S. Arul president of the
village panchayat, rescued several elderly resi-
dents from huts that were submesged in floodwa-
ter and shifted them to a school. “They also lost
important documents in the floods,” he says.

Predicting the path of a cyclone
Many officials say it is difficult to be fully pre-
pared for a cyclone that causes such extensive
damage. This is especially because it is difficult
for weather moedels to pick up extreme weather
events at a particular place, according to
meteorologists.

Cyclone Fengal remained a low-pressure sys-
tem after forming in the far eastern Indian Ocean
on November 14 and became a depression in the
Bay of Bengal only after 10 days. It moved rela-
tively slowly for another week before the India
Mereorological Department (IMD) said it had be-
come a cyclone. On November 28, the IMD an-
nounced that Cyclone Fengal would cross the
north Tamil Nadu Puducherry coasts on the
morning of November 30, The cyclone moved at
aleisurely pace. While fast-moving cyclones tend
to retreat quickly, slow-moving ones weaken into
a deep dep , dumping i3
amounts of rainfall

S. Balachandran, Additional Director General
nf Mmum)kwv, Regional Meteorological Centre,

) s the cyclone had undergone chang:
s mren ity over the ocean due to multiple
factors. “The egional Meteorological Centre had
given sufficient forecasts and rainfall alerts for
north Tamil Nadu on November 30 and Decem-
ber 1. Mast of the forecasts were accurate. But in
Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri, the prediction on
rainfall intensity went off the mark,” he says

The storm remained stalled over the ocean for
six hours. It moved slowly towards the north and
then slightly towards the east before moving to-
wards the west and crossing the coast.

“The reason for the cyclone remaining station-
ary is a bit obscure and there are no immediate
explanations for it,” says Y.E.A. Raj, former Depu-
ty Director General of Meteorology, Chennai.
“Though the clouds associated with the cyclonic
storm were floating over the land, the centre of
the cyclonic storm was close to the ocean and
able to draw a lot of moisture from the
Since it got fed with all that moisture, it re
hmed its Imcmuy “This triggered a high amount
of rainfall

Pointing out that the global warming and dli-
mate variability are likely to increase such un.
predictable local weather patterns, G. Sundarara-
jan of Poovulangin Nanbargal, a group
advocating environmental protection in Tamil
Nadu, says, “There is an urgent need to bridge
gaps in last mile communication on flood warmn-
ings and weather alerts. We also need to map
landslide susceptibility in all the districts so that
we are better prepared for such disasters.”

Lakshmi k@chehindu.codn
masdhavar. d@thehindu.coin
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The Cyclone That Battered Tamil Nadu
AT W FET Sl qTell Tshald

Cyclone Fengal wreaked havoc in Puducherry and Tamil Nadu,
claiming 12 lives and affecting 14 districts.

TFard Hare F A IR affeers § qErdt ws, 12 el Ay e @
3R 14 et & wenfaa e

e The Tamil Nadu government claimed preparedness for heavy rainfall, but the complex
and slow-moving cyclone posed challenges for weather experts and administration
alike.

ATy TR o AR SR & fAT IR gl &0 aran fohar, et sifeer i ofieh
AT AT ThATd A HGH AATA IR g F HHA oAl @t A A

Impact of the Cyclone
Tehdld &I YHIT

e On December 1, seven people, including four children, were buried under debris in
VOC Nagar, Tiruvannamalai district, following a mudslide caused by the cyclone.

1 REHR 1, faeaearaens el & N3N F9R & gohald & g5 A I gollel # IR

T=d gAT 91 AT HS H g T
e Rescue teams, including 170 personnel and 35 NDRF members, retrieved all bodies
after a 20-hour operation.

170 HAAY 3T 35 TADNIRUE ASEAT HT Ja19 AH o 20 g F AT & a1 gy g
IGEacl

e Villages in Villupuram, Tiruvannamalai, and Kallakurichi districts recorded over 50
cm of rainfall in a single day, equivalent to an entire season’s share.

freqq@, fagaeaerens, 3R FearsR o6t # v € o & 50 @defler & afaw
arﬁ%rgé,sﬁqjxha?raﬁrarﬁ%rasweﬁl

e Over 2.11 lakh hectares of agricultural and horticultural land were inundated, and 963
cattle died.

2.11 9@ FRA PN AR Irar=h o7 g0, 3K 963 FARTT Hr #HiT g3

Relief and Compensation
Wed 3R M

e Chief Minister M.K. Stalin requested ¥2,000 crore from the National Disaster Response
Fund for rehabilitation.
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HEGHA TA.%F. FIfAT A e & fIU TSET 39er Tidfshar S & 22,000 F03 6
AT H|

o Tamil Nadu announced 2,000 relief per family in the affected districts and provided
compensation for crop damage.

dfferTs o wariad forell # g aRar 22,000 Fr WEd iR o &1fd & fav F3masn
g |

e On December 6, the Union Home Ministry approved the release of ¥944.80 crore from
the State Disaster Response Fund.

6 AT 1 AT T FAC o Ao 39T FiAThAT HIY F T944.80 FUF SIXT HYet
& FHodr &

e Puducherry Chief Minister N. Rangaswamy announced 5,000 relief for affected ration
cardholders and ¥30,000 per hectare for affected farmers.

N & JEIAN T, Wt o Jenfad e H18 Rt & v 25,000 #r WEd R
goTiad framar & fow £30,000 9far @FeaT &1 9WOTT &

Crops under Water

BT I F A

e Four days after rains subsided, Villupuram, a predominant agricultural district, is
struggling to return to regular life. Nearly 80,520 hectares of crops are damaged, many
lakes have breached their banks, and the Malattaru and Then Pennai rivers are
brimming with floodwater.

SR YA & IR e 916, FW qeret el Reqq@a aee siiad & diea & fav
TEY FT T@T | 98T 80,520 AT Bl see & 18 &, #$ et & ae g v §,
3R Fages AR & vt afeaiae & aeh & s S

e V. Tamilarasi, 64, of Pillur village in Villupuram taluk, is searching for someone to help
her clear the deposits of sludge that cover her agricultural land. Flash floods in the Then
Pennai river submerged crops, and she lost two goats.

@A drgs & WeoR g A Y. AR (64) 39 FY ffd o Sl ame F°r
ge # Heg & U Tl 1 ¢e W 81 & ueatd A A 3raTeh S 916 A BE 3a
& 3R 3ogiat ar swRar @ &

e ‘| cultivated black gram and casuarina plantations in three acres. The crop is

submerged under six feet of water. | spent X2 lakh for cultivation. | don’t know how | am
going to manage the loss,” she worries.

"Ha et vz H 332 AR FYRAT & ST A wue o7 Be T A g g3 &1 AT
Gl W 2 oM@ T fhv| fer 78 gar 6 & JohdreT Ha gurepn, ag ®ifad g
o Villages such as Pillaiyarkuppam and Arasamangalam have become small islands.

They did not have power and communication networks for three days, leaving many
stranded without water or food.

Redarg s 3R 3REHTEH S T B T & AT §| g8l el oo e farsrelt
3R FAR Aea® 7@ o1, Tad FF oler ael 3R AT F G FE B
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“The district previously experienced such large-scale floods in 1972. This time, | was
caught unawares. While village administrative officers helped us, officials and elected
representatives came much later,” Tamilarasi says.

"SIl & Ugel 1972 F Sl 991 916 SET M| 3H IR HH AT w61 [Ael| Safh A
werafas JfRFERAT s gAY Fee &, aRY iR g 9w gfafafer whr &3 & e,

dfAeEdr Fgdr g1

Urban Challenges in Villupuram

faeqee & agdl &=t A gEETT

In urban stretches of Villupuram, residents like S. Neela, 55, of Ashakulam, spent nearly
a day cleaning muck and waste brought by floodwater.

faeqqeer & aedl & &, srengas HT vy, AT (55)F 916 & gl § A0 F IR
eIl T AB AT H T Ueh oot |

“Our street had waist-deep water. My family of four managed with 20 litres of
packaged water for three days and dealt with stagnant water mixed with sewage,”
Neela recalls.

"GAT Il H HAT dF el A7| A IRGR o AT T deh 20 eex sz ael & F1A
Tomram 3R das e 2R 9= @ f[gear ger," e I FHdr &

Impact on Farmers

fPaE 9T g

R.T. Murugan, district secretary of Tamil Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam, says crops were
drying due to water shortage before the rains. The sudden downpour caused losses of
up to 50,000 for many farmers like him.

IRA. FqF, ARG [Aaaqr el T & e dfg, g ¢ & @i & ggo
BEC Ul T AT A @ T ATl 3aTelsh SR o 3edch o &S fohdel s 250,000

de T Jhdle q§u|e4||
Poor maintenance of village water bodies aggravated the damage.

G & T PR F WA T@HIT 7 &7fa FT Far T

Call for Action

FRATS T AT

Several residents have demanded Villupuram to be declared as a disaster-affected
district.

ss HAaTaat & oo qee @I Hraer wefaa forem eif¥d e &1 #er 61 g

Floodwaters in Puducherry

ggall A 91¢ & 9
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e On December 2, Puducherry faced flooding due to 1.68 lakh cusecs of water
discharged from the Sathanur dam in Tamil Nadu.

2 R 1, [3l # WeX 919§ 1.68 AT FYAF A OIS S o FHROT §1G 377 TS|

e Opposition parties blamed the ruling DMK government, while officials cited safety

protocols for the discharge.

fuel aIféat & gy AIHR A1 I SEXrT, St HRRRAT o g B & fav
GR&TT Sielehlel T garell fea|
Indira Gandhi Peace
Prize to be conferred
on Michelle Bachelet

JpCs ]

[GS Paper II: India-South America

The Indira Gandhi Prize
for Peace, Disarmament
and Development for 2024
will be conferred on form-
er Chilean President and
prominent human rights
voice Michelle Bachelet, a
statement issued by the In-
dira Gandhi Memorial
Trust said on Friday.

The international jury
for the award was chaired
by former National Securi-
ty Adviser Shivshankar Me-
non.

“President Michelle Ba-
chelet is one of the world’s
most prominent voices for
human rights, peace, and
equality. In her various
roles as the founding direc-
tor of UN Women, UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, and as President of
Chile, she has spoken
strongly for gender equali-
ty and the rights of the
most vulnerable sections
of the population at home

£

Michelle Bachelet

and across the world,” the
statement read.

“Her personal courage
and example in standing
for peace and the rights of
marginalised people conti-
nue to inspire men and wo-
men around the world,” it
added.

The prize honours her
work to improve gender
equality, human rights, de-
mocracy and development
in difficult circumstances,
the statement said, also
noting her contributions
towards fostering India’s
relations with Chile.

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize to be
conferred on Michelle Bachelet

sfamr aneft enify Qe e
T &I YSll fohdr SITeam

e The Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and
Development for 2024 will be conferred on former Chilean
President Michelle Bachelet, a prominent human rights
voice, according to a statement by the Indira Gandhi
Memorial Trust.

2024 ¥ fav sfer amef enfa, AvEwor sk s
WEFR el 1 q@ Isgufa e aRAe 1 veeT fhar
ST, St ATAAIESRT 6 Teh 9@ TErS 8, Ig 41T
sfarr el ARMRTS gFe g I o o)

e The international jury for the award was chaired by former
National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon.

30 [WEPR & AU eisd S &1 3rexetar q@ I
L& FegHR RaaFT Aaar o |

e Michelle Bachelet is recognized as one of the world’s
most prominent voices for human rights, peace, and
equality.

e s 1 g AwafER, aifd sk awear @

YA HET H 8§ U & &9 F qgder I g

e Inher roles as the founding director of UN Women, UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, and President of Chile, she has consistently spoken for gender
equality and the rights of vulnerable populations.

UN Women &1 §&dT9% ez, UN AaisR 3earged, 3T fel @ wsgufa s &0
# 3T AP F, Igie A AFNF FHEAT R FAGR @i & AR & faw
ATt 3oTS |

e Her personal courage and example in standing for peace and marginalized people’s
rights continue to inspire individuals worldwide.
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eifa 3R gTfIT W Aleg &t & FRFRIF v 395 AfFaera aww H e
gierar X & oler IR 8§

The prize honors her efforts to advance gender equality, human rights, democracy,
and development, often in challenging circumstances.

TE TRERR 3o JAM BT FFAIAT FAT § S Segiet A FATAT, AAGTESR,
a3 RAFTT T HioT TRIEUTIGT 3 39T g & fav /R

The statement also acknowledges her contributions to fostering India’s relations with

Chile.

L.ok Sabha sees chaos
as BJP MP reiterates
Soros-Congress Tink’

[GS Paper II: Polity

]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Friday’s Lok Sabha pro-
ceedings were washed out
as BJP MP Nishikant Du-
bey, for the second time in
two days, accused the Con-
gress of being in league
with U.S.-based billionaire
investor George Soros to
derail India’s success story
under Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi.

The Congress, in turn,
asked the government if it
really wanted the House to
function, as it allowed Mr.
Dubey to speak even after
the Opposition members
met Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Thursday,
seeking an apology from
the BJP MP.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Congress general secretary
(organisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal said, “In a parlia-
mentary democracy, the
government has its way but
the Opposition has its say.
It’s quite unfortunate that
the Speaker isn’t willing to
even listen fo our views.”

On Friday, during the
Zero Hour, Mr. Dubey was
allowed by BJP MP Dilip
Saikia, who was presiding
over the proceedings at
noon, to raise the issue
again to complete the “un-
finished” parts of his
speech.

MPs resent remarks

As Mr. Dubey said, “Con-
gress ka haath Soros ke
saath [Congress’s hand is
with Mr. Soros],” the Lok
Sabha plunged into chaos,
with the Congress mem-
bers trooping into the Well

of the House. In support of
the Congress, Samajwadi
Party (SP) member Dhar-
mendra Yadav and Trina-
mool Congress MP Saugata
Roy were also up on their
feet. The House was then
adjourned for the day.

When the Lok Sabha
met at 11 a.m., the proceed-
ings lasted for less than a
minute as Congress’s De-
puty Leader Gaurav Gogoi
and Mr. Venugopal tried
raising the issue of “objec-
tionable remarks” made by
BJP leaders against Mr.
Gandhi. “You don’t want to
allow the Question Hour to
continue? The House has
high standards and I can’t
allow it to be lowered. I
can’'t allow the dignity of
the House to be lowered,”
the Speaker said, adjourn-
ing the House until noon.

“I donm’t understand
whether or not the govern-
ment wants to run the
House. If they do, then
why are they allowing
Nishikant Dubey to level
baseless allegations and in
violation of all parliamen-
tary conventions,” senior
Lok Sabha member Shashi
Tharoor asked.

“He [Mr. Dubey] is using
defamatory language. Par-
liamentary rules state that
before making any allega-
tion, you have to give not-
ice to the person. He hasn’t
given any such notice so
far, he even violated parlia-
mentary privilege. The
Speaker stopped him once
but even after that, the pre-
siding officer gave him the
floor. This means the go-
vernment doesn’t want to
run the House,” he said.
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399U # #RA 3R Rl & waul #t Asgg T A 37
Qrarere 1 8 Sool@ foham arm|

Lok Sabha sees chaos as BJP MP
reiterates Soros-Congress ‘link

F0c & &ImAT: o) @rae O ™A

e Friday’s Lok Sabha proceedings were disrupted as BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey, for the second time in two days, accused the
Congress of being in league with U.S.-based billionaire investor
George Soros to derail India’s success story under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

YHAR B AHEAT A FEAE AT g 718 Fhif fordr wiwg
fafisia ga e or foet F qEdl IR & R IARAT et
A3 dtet AR & 1T Here gu=aEs Al A & dgd qRA
Fr Aheldl T hgledl Pl eI F 3dReT HI 3R AT

e The Congress questioned the government, asking if it really
wanted the House to function as it allowed Mr. Dubey to speak even
after Opposition members met Speaker Om Birla on Thursday
seeking an apology.

mﬁmﬁmm,uﬁw?ﬁ:waﬁ’wﬁ
"ol 1 TAA A6 ¢, FiTeh Jear H fageft wewat F whaw
3 fagen ¥ Aamwa F AR A A7 H A, BT o g @
sttt 1 gAY & TS

e Congress General Secretary K.C. Venugopal remarked, “In a
parliamentary democracy, the government has its way but the
Opposition has its say. The Speaker isn’t willing to even listen to our
views.”

FH AT .41, JUENIT 7 FET, “TH HET dA e 7,
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DR I AT Gl g, olfcher fa9eT &1 Jmarer off gich 81 T gARY a1 gofol T 8
IR TG g1

e During Zero Hour on Friday, Mr. Dubey was allowed by BJP MP Dilip Saikia, who was
presiding at noon, to complete the “unfinished” parts of his speech.

YHAR P YIS & N, A g Refa dfFar s, S Sugt 1 wrfaer &
HEALTAT Y & &, G I 3eTeh AT & “Ie {ET T Q@ & & 3HeJAT &l

e As Mr. Dubey remarked, “Congress ka haath Soros ke saath [Congress’s hand is with
Soros],” Lok Sabha descended into chaos, with Congress members and SP MP
Dharmendra Yadav and TMC MP Saugata Roy joining the protest.

S & g¥ o el "FEAW FT Y AR F WY, AwEen H @A g o, oA s
Xy, 9uT 9e gdg Iea 3R dvadl g dlera s ™A # anfAe & 9wy

e The House was adjourned for the day after Congress MPs trooped into the Well of the
House.

e B Q ot & e wufd Y feam IR Sid Hw Aiwe d & 3 AT

e Earlier, at 11 a.m., the session lasted less than a minute, as Congress leaders Gaurav
Gogoi and K.C. Venugopal tried raising objections to BJP leaders’ remarks about
Rahul Gandhi.

SHY Ugd, g 1199, §F U ffcae @ oY F FAT & fAU wor, aifeh hidd Aansil
7T g 3R F.#. T A Tge T W AT At B feeaioEt @ mafy
33T T HIfAy FH

e Speaker Om Birla stated, “The House has high standards, and | cannot allow the dignity
to be lowered.” He adjourned the session until noon.

TR 3T 5T o &gl “BeaT & 3= AlD &, 3T & sqHT aIRAT A FA QY G ¢
HhdT|” 3ogied TF I AU deb AT HT &=

e Senior Congress MP Shashi Tharoor alleged that the government didn’t want the
House to function, citing baseless allegations made by Dubey against parliamentary
conventions.

aiss FEHIT FiEe AT W IRT TRT fF THR TeaT T Tolell Ael dgar,
Fifeh g o HHA TLUIST & TG IgfAAE IR |

e Mr. Tharoor emphasized that no notice was given before making allegations, violating
parliamentary privilege.

YW of 30 I1d W IR &I & IR oomer § ugel F ARew w1ar fgar o=, aw
T RANRAFR 7 Secie g3l

e He further accused the presiding officer of allowing such remarks, implying that the
government was complicit in disrupting the House.

3egiel TE o1 AIRIY eI foh srewey o O feeuforat & segAta &, fwd g Fuse
glar § 6 TR T & a7 Siele & enfAe B
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Kolambkar Kolambkar sworn in as pro tem Speaker

swornin as

ks PlerRT A GI-EA FHFT & T A a9 A

aker
1

muakizsse o Senjor BJP MLA Kalidas Sulochana Kolambkar took oath as the pro tem

Speaker of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly at the Raj Bhavan on Friday.
aftss it furF Frellerd AT Faadt o YFHAR F [T J ATRISE
faursrwem & w-ed ¥e & & F Uy o

e Maharashtra Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan administered the oath of office to
Mr. Kolambkar.

HERISE & TeFuTe WA, TUHSO o A Fleda] H 9g 49y TS|

Pro Tem Speaker

The Pro Tem Speaker is a temporary Speaker appointed to preside over the first meeting of a
newly elected Lok Sabha or State Legislative Assembly.

U ¢H T Ueh IEURT T gie § oI S el 1S Silehden A1 Uy faens
HT & Tgell S I HEFETAT ot & v fogera famar S

The primary duty is to conduct the swearing-in of the newly elected members and oversee the
election of the regular Speaker.

SHHT HET el AT ol T HeEd & A9y o 3N HAAfAT Tt & gora
T TG FT B

Constitutional Provision: Article 94 and Article 95 of the Indian Constitution provide for the
Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha but do not explicitly mention the Pro Tem
Speaker. However, the concept is derived from parliamentary traditions and conventions.

HRAT HIAUTT & 3fese 94 3 95 iehgst & Ty 3R 8T T &1 yraens
A &, Afhed W H TR FT TASE ool T8l | gTodifh, Tg FTURUT JICT
qIRTAT 3R T2731 & o 715 g

Appointment Process

o The President of India appoints the Pro Tem Speaker in consultation with the council
of ministers, usually selecting the senior-most member of the Lok Sabha.

IRT & ey, AFIRYE & WA F a1, 3HAR W Angdr & aRkssad
FeEg A W ¢ T fAged a3 &

o In State Assemblies, the Governor performs a similar role.
Toy faure wemstt 7, Tsgarer g fAe fAerd
Historical Background: The concept of Pro Tem Speaker dates back to the early

parliamentary practices in India and has been institutionalized since the first Lok Sabha in
1952,

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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91 A T I HTUROT R I IRHS TEET JU13T & ST & 3R 58 1952
ggell cllehTeT & TEUTTd &9 fear amm)

Powers and Limitations

o

The Pro Tem Speaker enjoys all powers of a regular Speaker but only for a limited
duration.

O ¢ T &l Teh AIfda T T F9f ATFdAT 9red 8idrl 6, oifche T8
sad diIfAT 3afe & fov gidr g1

Their role is procedural and does not include taking decisions on substantive matters.

geTehl AT UishdTcA® gidl § 3 saa #Aifas AFe W AU o= arfae
S8l gl

No plans for de-dollarisation: Das
slelk & HfFd &A1 F1$ Ao 78 a

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das said India has no plans for de-
dollarisation in response to U.S. President-elect Donald Trump’s
threat to slap 100% tariffs on BRICS nations planning a common
currency to challenge the U.S. dollar.

IS TaeR AfFasia a9 F FaT F 0RT & 99 ek & AfFa
FI$ AT Ae1 8, T§ Tarhar IARSAT wegafa-gama sres €7 F 100%

Qol oh

Website: patrioticias.in
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T Y gHAT g¥ &A1)

BRICS currency was an idea raised by one member of BRICS countries and discussed.
I Fqe1 vk fauR o1 St foore et & @ Toh HeEg gann 3orr I A1 AR 58w

H dram I Al

No decision has been taken.

g fAoTg e foram I |

BRICS countries are spread all over, unlike the Eurozone with a single currency and
geographical continuity.

fowrar or wsft SrE e gU ¥ SO QS A voher Hgr AR slNfAs TR &1
India has not taken steps to de-dollarise. Agreements with a couple of countries have
been made for local currency-denominated trade.

T & STeR & ARFT & AT F$ Fgor ¢t 3orT 1 F AT & Y WU Hqor A
MR & v gasita e v )

Dependence on one currency can be problematic. The objective is to de-risk trade,
not de-dollarisation.
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F HaT W fAsRar gATIered g vl 1 368 SR F @A @ 9= 8, Slo”
¥ 7fFa 78 &l

e If the tariff war happens, it will not be isolated. Other events like currency devaluation
by China or retaliatory tariffs may occur.

3P YeF & BT ¢, o TG T UTA oAgl gl 3 AT S el GaART Ha
HAHEAA IT JoIear Yoh 8 Fohdl B

e India’s forex reserves are robust and adequate.
AR o et e R Ferge 3R gaea ¢

o India will take actions as per requirement. No concern at the moment.

HRA JTETRATER HRATS M| 56 AT H1$ e =&

RBI's MuleHunter to
prevent digital fraud

|GS Paper IlI: Cyber Crime |

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has introduced an Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) and
Machine Learning (ML)
based MuleHunter AITM to
prevent and mitigate digi-
tal frauds through the use
of mule accounts.
Developed by the Re-
serve Bank Innovation Hub
(RBIH), Bengaluru, this pu-
blic infrastructure facility
will help banks to deal with
the issue of mule bank ac-
counts expeditiously and
cut digital frauds, said RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das.
Elaborating, Deputy Go-

vernor T. Rabi Sankar said,
“The MuleHunter is basi-
cally an infrastructure le-
vel set-up which will use
the databases from all
banks, all other payment
system operators. Its Al en-
gine will be trained to be
able to identify frauds
much more effectively in
the financial system.

“If you look at frauds,
the number of frauds are
increasing, the amount in-
volved in frauds are in-
creasing although the
number of frauds per tran-
saction is coming down ov-
er the years. But the num-
ber is enough for us to be
concerned about it.”

cut down digital frauds.

IS SARAT & (ARAAETH), AT GaRT AT Tg ATdoTioieh SHECFER
giawm da1 w1 7T do ISy § fAuea & #Acg wh 3R Bioea s @ w4

H

RBI’s MuleHunter to prevent
digital fraud

HEIATS T Feee e
NGt F Ahad & AT

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced
an Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Machine
Learning (ML) based MuleHunter Al to prevent and
mitigate digital frauds through the use of mule
accounts.

WA Rod dF (3REiang) o snfefefger
sefaad (w3ms) 31N Aefer arfefer (wawer) 3menRa
FIAGEY UITS U a7 §, S 7Y HHE3H &
39T & AregA W Bfoed axad F1 Qe 317
fAaRoT F=ar & v g

e Developed by the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub
(RBIH), Bengaluru, this public infrastructure facility
will help banks deal with mule bank accounts and

e RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das highlighted the importance of this initiative.

HIAITE T ATFTHIT S 7 3 Yol & Hgcd &l 3APR T
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e Deputy Governor T. Rabi Sankar elaborated that MuleHunter will use databases from
all banks and payment system operators.

IS & Bedt ek &, @ da d AEar ¥ aarr & =gegey qsfr daf 3k
AT UM RS o STy T 3TN M|

e The Al engine will be trained to identify frauds more effectively in the financial system.
T3S SoleT ! faeir gomelt & arEmerdt i 31f8e gemdy &1 & ggaeisy & forw gfifea

o ST |
e The number of frauds and the amount involved are increasing, though the number of

frauds per transaction is decreasing.

UGSy T HEAT 3R sHA A TR 96 W 8, gTelifeh T olel-cof Gr@rerst

TE&IT gT W B
e The RBI is concerned about the increasing frauds in the system.

HREI3TS JoTrell 7 deat a@resy i e [&fad g

Small finance banks
allowed to transfer

GS Paper lll: Banking
System

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has decided to per-
mit small finance banks to
extend pre-sanctioned cre-
dit lines through the UPL

“This will further dee-
pen financial inclusion and
enhance formal credit,
particularly for ‘new to cre-
dit’ customers,” Governor
Shaktikanta Das said while
announcing  additional
measures after his mone-
tary policy statement.

In September 2023, the

loan amounts via UPI

scope of UPI was expanded
by enabling pre-sanc-
tioned credit lines to be
linked through UPI and
used as a funding account
by commercial banks ex-
cluding payments banks,
small finance banks (SFBs)
and regional rural banks.

SFBs leverage a high-
tech, low-cost model to
reach the last-mile custom-
er and can play an ena-
bling role in expanding the
reach of credit on UPL Ne-
cessary guidelines will be
issued shortly, the RBI said
on Friday.

Small finance banks allowed
to transfer loan amounts via
UPI

AT GIEaw d F JdITE &
ATCYH § FHOT A TAHGRT
L HY AT

o The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
decided to permit small finance banks to extend
pre-sanctioned credit lines through the UPI.

R Rod dF (IRANE) o7 TAT FEad o5 Fr
@-¥fiFa #f3e amsal # gfas & AegHd ¥ el
&1 Al & @ faota fomm B

o Governor Shaktikanta Das stated that this
decision will deepen financial inclusion and
enhance formal credit, particularly for ‘new to
credit’ customers.

T ATFAFIT S o Fgl & Ig Fory A
HATAYASA FI Forar &9 3R straie $fEe i

JerweT, fady &7 & ‘AT w3 e F o)

e In September 2023, the scope of UPI was expanded to enable pre-sanctioned credit
lines to be linked through UPI and used as a funding account by commercial banks,
excluding payments banks, small finance banks (SFBs), and regional rural banks.
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Rdex 2023 3 gt &1 e FerT T, A qE-Fied H3T Al B JhEmE &
ACIH A SST S Fohal § AR aiforfoas ST, sprarer 31, wAtar wgeiw 397 (SFBs),
3R &R Ao T FY BISF S Th BiST WIAT & T H STAATA fhaT ST FheT
gl

e SFBs use a high-tech, low-cost model to reach the last-mile customer and can play
a key role in expanding the reach of credit on UPI.

SFBs 3T dehelldhl, H& AN dTd Hisel I 3T FYeh AA{-mile ATgeh dF Tgect
€ AR Td3T$ W HfEe & GET A T H Fgca Ol fAST FHT Tohl §
e Necessary guidelines will be issued shortly by the RBI.

raeTSd fGnfader Seg & ARG garT INT fhw STger|
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Balance between growth and inflation
is unsettled, says RBI Governor Das

“The RBI will use its various policy instruments to create the conditions for restoring the inflation-growth balance; the

flexible inflation targeting framework’s credibility needs to be preserved. Edited excerpts from the Governor’s press meet

[&5 Paper 11I |

ECONOMY IN FOCUS

Shaktikanta Das
and
Michael Patra

Lalatendu Mishra

The five observations

he MPC (Monetary
T Policy Committee)
is committed to

restoring balance between
inflation and  growth,
which has got unsettled ov-
er the past few months.

The RBI will use its va-
rious policy instruments to
create the conditions for
restoring the inflation
growth balance. The credi-
bility of the flexible infla-
tion targeting framework
needs to be reserved.

Inflation has to be
brought down in the inter-
est of sustainable growth.

Prudence, practicality
and timing, will continue
to be the guiding princi-
ples for the Reserve Bank’s
future actions. Timing of
actions is the key.

On FY25 growth
projections being pared
to 6.6%from 7.2%

There is a slowdown in
GDP growth in the second
quarter due to a special set
of factors. Now, it’s not ap-
propriate to make a judg-
ment on the trend rate on
one data point. So, what
was expressed as 8% was
not a trend. It was just the
average from 202122 to
2023-2024. And all over the
world, for every country,
the projections that are be-

Focus on rates: RBI Govenor Shaktikanta Das and Deputy
Governor Michael Patra after the MPC meeting in Mumbai. REUTERS

ing made for 202425 and
202526 are implicitly cor-
recting cyclically for the re-
bound from the pandemic,
for all countries in the
world. So, even when we
made our initial projec-
tions, they were not at 8%,
they were 7.2%. And also,
in the monetary policy re-
port, we gave a projection
for 2019-20, which was the
same cyclical correction,
after which, after this cor-
rection is over, it will revert
back to a trend, and we are
yet to see the data points of
that trend. Now, if you see
the second half of the
year’s projections, there is
a reversion back towards
an upper rate of growth,
6.9%, 7.3%, and that conti-
nues into 2025-26. So, we
are hopeful that we will
reach that level again.

Liquidity Concerns

In the next few months, we
expect tight liquidity. We
expect the tax-related out-
flows from the system,
both direct tax in the mid-
dle of December and the-
reafter the GST. Together

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

with that, there is a possi-
bility of likelihood of in-
crease in currency in circu-
lation because the busy
credit season, agricultural
activity has now picked up
and that requires cash.
That will overlap into the
harvest season also, which
requires cash. So, the cur-
rency in circulation is also
likely to go up. And then,
there have been significant
amount of capital outflows
in the months of October
and November. Outflow fo-
rex has happened because
of FPIs exiting. Our assess-
ment is that liquidity con-
ditions will remain tight.
And let us also bear in
mind the fact that the cash
reserve ration increase was
done sometime back. It
was a temporary measure.
It has served its purpose. It
was time to normalise it.

On the growth and
inflation dynamic

Now, the balance is unset-
tled. Last time we had said
that growth-inflation ba-
lance was well-poised,
which means the growth

looked good for that quar-
ter as well as for the whole
year. Inflation outlook also,
we were aware that Sep-
tember and October infla-
tion prints will be higher.

But as you know, Sep-
tember and October, be-
cause of weather factor
and other factors, food in-
flation went up very steep-
ly. September numbers
were broadly a little higher
than estimated. In October
also, we had expected it to
be high, but the actual
number came little higher
than what we had estimat-
ed. So therefore, inflation
was more than what we
had expected, little more.
And growth also has mod-
erated the numbers.

We have given the num-
bers. So, the well-poised
character of the dynamics
between growth and infla-
tion, that has got some-
what unsettled. Our effort
is now to restore that ba-
lance, which basically
means that we want infla-
tion to be brought down
closer to the target.

On discussions with the
Government to delink
food inflation from
inflation goals

I cannot share what discus-
sions happen with the go-
vernment. We are in regu-
lar internal discussions
with the government re-
garding inflation.

On the difference in
RBI's GDP growth
estimate and Q2 data

Michael Patra: There is a
lot of commentary on that
already in the press. If you
look at the demand side,

the main problem is invest-
ment. On the supply side,
the main problem is manu-
facturing and the two
worlds intertwined. In ma-
nufacturing, the biggest is-
sue is the slump in the
sales growth and that is re-
flecting inflation hitting the
urban consumer.

So, when sales growth is
down, companies do not
want to invest in new as-
sets because they see de-
mand as moderate and it
can be met from existing
capacity. Integration in-
vestment is down, so the
underlying slowdown in
growth is due to inflation.

Secured Overnight
Rupee Rate

So as of now, we have two
benchmarks set out by the
Financial Benchmarks In-
dia Ltd. One is the MIBOR
which concerns uncollater-
alised transactions and
MROR (Market Repo Over-
night Rate) based on mar-
ket repo. But the TREPS
(treasury bill repurchase),
which is 60% of the mar-
ket, is not in that index. So,
this index we have now
will capture all secure tran-
sactions. That’s the limit.

Tariff war

Hypothetically, if it hap-
pens, it will not be an iso-
lated event. There will be
other events around it like
for instance, they say, that
perhaps, China may react
by devaluing the currency
or they might bring retalia-
tory tariffs.

So, at this point, it is ve-
ry difficult to say what will
be an unilateral move and
unilateral effect.
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Balance between growth and inflation is unsettled,

says RBI Governor Das

R 3 @S & A dgee s § Fed &
HREITE e S

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is committed to restoring the
balance between inflation and growth, which has become unsettled in
recent months.

Aifgw sfifa afafy (MPC) wgems ik R F @i agas gaedifa
& F T afideey & N a1 F 7da) § AT & =
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The RBI will use its various policy instruments to create conditions for restoring the
inflation-growth balance.

RIS 39T TAfFeot A STRO T IUGNT Fileh AGINS-[AhH HJolel Y To:
FUIfid &t & for aRfEafaar dar &)

The credibility of the flexible inflation targeting framework needs to be preserved.
e #AgaS e AUROr g/ A [I[™@HAIAT F ST TW@AT TETF g
Inflation has to be brought down in the interest of sustainable growth.
Feas & R RF & a # werer gl

Prudence, practicality, and timing will continue to be the guiding principles for RBI's
future actions.

s, caraeiear 3R @@ IRdEng & sfasy i Braat & o Aefeds Rgua
o Al

Timing of actions is key in managing inflation and growth.

st &1 o Fges 3R Rera A 96 a7 Ageaqot 2

On FY25 growth projections, RBI has revised growth down to 6.6% from 7.2% due to
a slowdown in GDP growth in Q2.

FY25 fashre 9eqor # HRAIMNE A 7.2% @ 6.6% dh & Ah IAA H fTR1ae 1 §
Fifr Q2 & GDP fasra & A 3€ g

Projections for 2024-25 and 2025-26 globally are implicitly correcting for the pandemic
rebound cycle.

2024-25 3R 2025-26 % AT ARFH FEIIUT AFANY ARGUR Weh o fIT Taanford &9
¥ gur w© ¢l

Initial projections by RBI were at 7.2%, not 8%.

IRAITE F IRTAS T80T 8% Agr &, T 7.2% |

The second half of the year shows a reversion towards an upper rate of growth
(6.9%, 7.3%) expected to continue into 2025-26.
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a¥ & gEy AT H e g A F9d HAr Hr MW arew (6.9%, 7.3%) @S & @ g,
ST 2025-26 d SR oA H 3FHG &

Liquidity concerns are expected due to tax-related outflows and increased currency
circulation.

fafFafedl waeh Riard s-waeht afRae 3R 9¢ gU e Fuee & FRoT 30fEd ¢
There has been significant capital outflows in October and November due to FPIs
exiting.

IFge AR AT # vhdiag & w5 Hror G afale g3m ¢

Liquidity conditions are expected to remain tight due to these factors.

SoT PRSP & HRUT fAFaZd i Bafy gea @ Hr 3760 B

Cash reserve ratio was increased temporarily, and now it is time to normalize it.

Fr Rad IR FF 3R T T g™ 3T 41, 3R 3T W AT F BT FGHT B

On the growth and inflation dynamic

gefr 3R #ES & dra FT FerT

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Now, the balance is unsettled. Last time we had said that growth-inflation balance was
well-poised, which means the growth looked good for that quarter as well as for the
whole year.

3 HJell HEWR g I g1 el aR gAA el AT o gef-Agens &1 el 3reoT
o1, for et Adere § foh geftr 38 faamg) iR U a¥ & fov 3edr it @ o

Inflation outlook also, we were aware that September and October inflation prints will
be higher.

HEIMS T 377ATT 3 o7 o RAda 3R gy A #Agang & 3iiehs 39 giav|
But as you know, September and October, because of weather factors and other
factors, food inflation went up very steeply.

Afret SHar T 39 SeTd €, Ridet 3R sragaR & Aled 3R 3T SR @ wed
HEIMg dgd ol & T

September numbers were broadly a little higher than estimated.

et & 3s A & UsT 3t )

In October also, we had expected it to be high, but the actual number came little higher
than what we had estimated.

Fagal A 3 gH 3 I AT AT T, olfchel dedideh 3MehsT AR 3TfAT &
UreT 3T 3T

So therefore, inflation was more than what we had expected, little more.

SHTAT, AGIME EAR 3eTATT & 310k o, 2eT 31|

And growth also has moderated the numbers. We have given the numbers.

3R FEfer o off iwst @ wenfaa R €1 e 3 faw E

So, the well-poised character of the dynamics between growth and inflation, that has got
somewhat unsettled.
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safoT, gaftr 3R AgaS & & Herw F S 3rTOT AGl AT, 9F 39 Fo A @

IR B
e Our effort is now to restore that balance, which basically means that we want inflation to
be brought down closer to the target.

GHART YA 37 38 Holol I T6Tl Al 8, [SIehT Acold & o g #HEImS a1 oy
& e AT A6 & |

On discussions with the Government to delink food inflation from
inflation goals

WEHER & T TWET AGNE Y AGINS a8dT ¥ 39T FT W Tl

e | cannot share what discussions happen with the government. We are in regular internal
discussions with the government regarding inflation.

# WER & AT g T A A AG T FHT| §H THR & T A F AN
# frfia AR == = @

On the difference in RBI’s GDP growth estimate and Q2 data
RIS F A Feftr agarer I qEd A F anewst A HR

e Michael Patra: There is a lot of commentary on that already in the press. If you look at
the demand side, the main problem is investment.

mw:wmﬁﬁ%ﬁa@wwaﬁﬁl 3R 39 ART 967
& &Y, O HET FHET 9§

e On the supply side, the main problem is manufacturing and the two worlds intertwined.
el veT W, qEF gAET AT ¥ 3R ¥ et & 3w F F3 g0 £

e In manufacturing, the biggest issue is the slump in the sales growth and that is reflecting
inflation hitting the urban consumer.

AT &7 &, ga8 937 FHEAT f9sht gefer A TRiae § 3R I8 #gams & &9 H a5l
3qieaT 9T 3@ STl W 2

e So, when sales growth is down, companies do not want to invest in new assets because
they see demand as moderate and it can be met from existing capacity.

o, S 9T gefer o gl §, Shuferan v darest 7 foder g aer aged #=ife 3
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e Integration investment is down, so the underlying slowdown in growth is due to inflation.

Hfdee foder & fRrae 3 8, safav gefr & #dr &1 HRoT #ES &

Secured Overnight Rupee Rate

e aarge T &

¢ So as of now, we have two benchmarks set out by the Financial Benchmarks India
Ltd. One is the MIBOR which concerns uncollateralized transactions and MROR
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(Market Repo Overnight Rate) based on market repo.
ar 3l T, EAR I IS SaATed 33T fAffes gt o e fAuiia fee
AT §l THMIBORE, St et 18 duifRdes wufa & oet-¢o7 & Hafdra § 3R g

MROR (AThe 4T 3Na¥eATse I2) &, S ek T X 3menia gl
But the TREPS (treasury bill repurchase), which is 60% of the market, is not in that

AftheT TREPS (¢oiY el qo&iie), Sit ST6TR &7 60% ©, 38 gaehish H =g &
So, this index we have now will capture all secure transactions. That’s the limit.

3T, 39 §AR UM Ig Fahich Tl FIUAT olel-Cof I FeR HM| JgT AT B

index.
Tariff war

Rw geu

Hypothetically, if it happens, it will not be an isolated event. There will be other events
around it like for instance, they say, that perhaps, China may react by devaluing the
currency or they might bring retaliatory tariffs.

Flefeieh &I &, 39X I BT g, Al Tg Teh Uehol HCaAT olgl gl TP IRT 3R 3T
gAY Bl S 3eTX0T & fow, & &g & T e, e Hor 1 saefoad wih
FfdfshdT & Fehell § AT & FIARMEN ok & Foht Bl

So, at this point, it is very difficult to say what will be an unilateral move and unilateral

effect.

SHIT, 30 THY g FelT Tgd ARl § o Flel TN Thewdl Fed gm iR g@hr
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After capturing Hama, Syrian
insurgents advance to Homs

Militants have entered two towns just north of Homs; the central city lies on an important

intersection between Damascus and Syria’s coastal provinces where Assad enjoys wide support

[GS Paper I1: IR |
Associated Press
BEIRUT

housands of people
T fled the central Syr-

ian city of Homs,
the country's third-largest,
as Islamist militants seized
two towns on the outskirts
on Friday, positioning
themselves for an assault
on a potentially major
prize in their march
against President Bashar
Assad.

The move, reported by
pro-government  media
and an opposition war
monitor, was the latest in
the stunning advances by
militants over the past
week that have so far met
little resistance from Mr.
Assad's forces. A day ear-

opposition flag in Hama on Friday.

lier, fighters captured the
central city of Hama, Sy-
ria’s fourth-largest, after
the Army said it withdrew
to avoid fighting inside the
city and spare the lives of

civilians. The insurgents,
led by the jihadist Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham HTS), have
vowed to march to Homs
and the capital, Damascus,
Mr. Assad’s seat of power.
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Videos circulating online
showed a highway jammed
with cars full of people
fleeing Homs, a city with a
large population belonging
to Mr. Assad's Alawite sect,
seen as his  core
supporters.

Crippling blow

If Mr. Assad's military loses
Homs, it could be a crip-
pling blow. The city, parts
of which were controlled
by insurgents until 2014,
lies on an important inter-
section between Damascus
and Syria’s coastal provinc-
es of Latakia and Tartus,
where Mr. Assad enjoys
wide support. Homs pro-
vince is Syria’s largest in
size and borders Lebanon,
Iraq and Jordan.

After capturing
Hama, Syrian
Insurgents advance
to Homs
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Militants have entered two
towns just north of Homs;
the central city lies on an
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important intersection between Damascus and Syria’s coastal
provinces where Assad enjoys wide support.

fRIREl & g & 3w & Y ag F vdw Far € a7 FAHT aw¥ T
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e Thousands of people fled the central Syrian city of Homs, the country's third-largest, as
Islamist militants seized two towns on the outskirts on Friday, positioning themselves
for an assault on a potentially major prize in their march against President Bashar
Assad.

g, R &1 NERT FE@ T97T AT, F GART AT YFAR I 71T T, ST SEATAT
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¢ The move, reported by pro-government media and an opposition war monitor, was the

latest in the stunning advances by militants over the past week that have so far met little
resistance from Mr. Assad's forces.

I8 e, 8 il Afsar 3R favelt geur fAoreh & RarE fear i, fagifeat
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o Aday earlier, fighters captured the central city of Hama, Syria’s fourth-largest, after the
Army said it withdrew to avoid fighting inside the city and spare the lives of civilians.
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e The insurgents, led by the jihadist Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), have vowed to march
to Homs and the capital, Damascus, Mr. Assad’s seat of power.

faelel, fSieTeht Acca [SeTer Totest ga1d TedR Jrer-amd (HTS) Y TET &, @ 81 3R
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¢ Videos circulating online showed a highway jammed with cars full of people fleeing
Homs, a city with a large population belonging to Mr. Assad's Alawite sect, seen as his
core supporters.

JiAesa gaRd & W A3 & v IoraAnt W i E, 5o aerga d o )
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e If Mr. Assad's military loses Homs, it could be a crippling blow.

Ife 3raE I AT g1 FF @T Tl &, A T TP HRY SSHT & TohelT ¢

e The city, parts of which were controlled by insurgents until 2014, lies on an important
intersection between Damascus and Syria’s coastal provinces of Latakia and Tartus,
where Mr. Assad enjoys wide support.
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e Homs province is Syria’s largest in size and borders Lebanon, Iraq, and Jordan.
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Synagogue
comes under
arson attack

in Australia

|GS Paper I: A&C |

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

The police in the Austra-
lian city of Melbourne said
mask-wearing arsonists at-
tacked a synagogue before
dawn on Friday. They were
still searching for the sus-
pects and said they did not
know why the premises
had been targeted.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Friday linked the incident
to what he called Canber-
ra’s “anti-Israel
sentiment”.

Mr. Netanyahu said that
“this heinous act cannot be
separated from the anti-Is-
rael sentiment emanating
from the Australian Labor
government.”

Mr. Netanyahu argued
that “anti-Israel sentiment
is anti-Semitism”.
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Synagogue comes under arson attack in
Australia

Teefoar & fRAAENT W 3MTerarl gHell

The police in the Australian city of Melbourne said mask-wearing
arsonists attacked a synagogue before dawn on Friday.
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o They were still searching for the suspects and said they did not
know why the premises had been targeted.

g 3reft of gfeset & o T @ A 3R g1 & 30 Ig TG gar F

SoT TUTT I FAT TAAAT SI1T 37T AT

o Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Friday linked
the incident to what he called Canberra’s “anti-Israel sentiment”.
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. Mr. Netanyahu said that “this heinous act cannot be separated
from the anti-Israel sentiment emanating from the Australian Labor
government.”

AdITg A el % T8 Rl Foa sreefoars s TWaER @ e
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o Mr. Netanyahu argued that “anti-Israel sentiment is anti-
Semitism.”
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